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Aboriginal health

Ruddock
report

Improvements of the physical
environment in which
i live and Lheir in-
volvement in all stages of
health-care services weore the
nbrr two thrusts of a report
tabled yesterday.

The report on Aboriginal bealth
was made by the House of Repre-
sentaiives Standing Committes on
Aboriginal Affairs.

The chairman, Mr Ruddotk
{Lib, K5W) sad the standard of
Abarpines” health was far Jower
than that of the majority of Aus
tralinms.

It would mot be tolerated i it
cristed in the Australisn communi=
ty e o whole,

“The level of -Aboriginal ifl-
healtth will only be reduced if thers
are dramatic improvaments in the
physical environmend, il there is
m;.;;?um p:r"ticipaun:} l:||1y
Abormgints in oll sages of the
phnmnﬁ‘ and delivery of heslth
care”, he sald

It rccommends the  highest
pripety Be piven and immediate
gelion taken o provide clean and
adeguate water gappliss w all
Abonginal communitiés, & up-
grading af boising far Aborigines

“ Mr Ruddock

living in wnd near towna nod de-
velopmant of effective comultation

gmmu between Federil and
State departmenis and local
authoritics,

An advisary group should be set up
in the Department of Aboriginal
Affairs 1o do rescsrch on com-
manity amd bousehold Taeilines,
consull and advise Aborigines oo
meeds and factlives ond monitor
Tehults.

An independent cvalunton would
consitber the effectivencas of all
Abongingl bealth services and pro-
grams ard Ly to standardise in-
Formation.

A task force should be sstablished
to ploce the full tange of aher-

National Library of Australia

Dr Everingham

natoe health-care services betore

Abarigines,
ﬁnhiqlhwldrhtddinlnh
implementation of t iy aof
ul?a-;mmimtimu B i'.p:al'?;hd
community development.

Other proposals desl with
Aborigingl culiural beliefs and
practices which aifect their healih,
mainienapee of a full ange of
bealth-care programa and health
teaining apd employment of
Aborigines

The Opposition spokesman on
Aboriginal nifairs, De Ever-
ingham, 8 member of the commit-
tee, sa1d be hoped the repert would
be acted on mare guickly than
previogs sumilor roports;
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