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Aboriginal Bill
rushed through

By GAY DAVIDSON,
Political Correspondent

The Government used the
guillotine last night te rush
through the House of Repre-
sentatives its Aboriginal and
Torres Sirait Islanders
(Queensland Reserves and
Communities Self-man-
agement) Bill

It ipnored considerable eriticiam
about the provisions ia the Bill wnd
Its armussians, partcularky over land
rights, and alw several pless to
delay and amend the legistation,

The Motional Aboriginal Caon-
ference, mecting in Canberra, asked
for & week's delay to enable it and
the two missions immediately con-
cerned 8t Adrukon wnd Mornington
Island w be consulied.,

The DFpmilion moved  unsue-
cessfully, lirst for normal passage of
the Bill, them for deferment for
more consultation, redeafting, and
effective provision for peopie [ving
on reserves to coniral the reserves.

They were joined by the NCP
Member for Leichhardt (QId), Mr
Thomaan, who called on t Py
ernment o delay proclamation to
aflow further discussion with ithe
State Government and (he people
involved.

In commitiee stages 1ol night the
Opposition put wp more than a
dozen amendments, BUL none were
accepted by the Government.

The Bill was through all
stages shortly afterward.

In by seeond reading speech Mr
Viner said that all the provisions of
the Bill were directed 1o eosuring
that, if commumtics chost noc 1o be
admieiered by officials ol (ke
Queensland Departments of
Abariginil and Islanders Advince-
mient, they would not have offjcal
management fosted upon them.

"The Commonwealth s nol
enlarging i1 own powers”, Mr
Winer suid. V105 nod 0 any senee
taking over the reserves itsell but
s only allowmng the communitics
themschves 1o gxercise local respon-
sbility |

"There 12 no reason why
[ordinury community services] and
ather State Covernment scrvices
ihould be affected if reserve come
munilies in Queensland choose self-
mardgement under this legnla-
fion”

He said the means by which (he
legislation achieved its purpose in-
cluded:

Decluration by the Minister that 1
applied 10 4 teserve o cammuni-
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appl-l.l::tm”a’ te:a::n:ur cammunis

'lF'.. on request from s council, or

il be was satisfied that 2 subsian-
tial majoriy of adult residents
withied it

An existing council, or body de-
clared 10 be one, would have the
function of manuging communi-
1y oaffmies and the necessary
powerd [or that

Any declared council would be an
elected body or a properly in-
corporated y, with power 1o
make by-laws and authorise en-
Iy 10 reserves

Councils and individual Aborigines
and Islanders would not be
bownd to obey directions given by
afficials under Queenaland Jegis-
lation, and councils would be
reaponsible only Lo their com-
munities,

Commonwealth might, if it
became necesesry 1o give effect
16 the pi ihe legislation,
miake ovailable 1o coungils land
acquired by the Commonwealth
Mr Viner szid he imended 1o

proceed without delay, after the Bill
wis pasied, 10 declare Auwrukun and
Mornington [sland reserves (o be
reserves under the legislation, The
Government would watch the situ-
aton i the two reserves closely,
and if further action was necessary
1 would be waken
In response to questions outside
the House, Mr Yiner-said thal the
Governmen! could, if necessary, ac-
quire the land
The churman of the MNarth
eensland Land Couneli, Mr
ick Miller, said thal he was nol
very sallsfied with 1he Mimsier's
BSSUFARCES, fOF were his executive,
nor the members of 1he Mational
Aboriginal Conlerence,

“We're mot satishied, not confie
dent, that this Bill does give thia
amount of freedorm on reserves 1hat
Me Winet says™, he said.

The Crueensland chairman of the
MAL, Mr John Newfong, called the
I:gulatlun “a cop-oul, 0 pisce of
winddw-dressang” He said 1 mere-
Iy took the hearofl the Covernment

“Is opot el Bad. but si's nm
sirong enough'’, he said: There was
presently public sympathy for real
reform, and what was heing Ul up
was only concessional reform

Specific criticisms the fwa
spokesmen roised were:

£ Covernment was not com-

mitted bo acquiring any land for

Aboriginal use.

The Queensland Department of

Aboriginad and Islander Advan-

cement was not denied the right

s ectahblich a narallel adminie.

cement was not denied the nghi
o establish & parallel adminis-
iralwn on rescrves, gs moggested
in fzs1 week's initial compromisc.

The legislation & ed the defini-
tions of Queensland legislation
Tor Aboriginal communily and
feserve, puggesting ihere would
be no hindrance to the
Queenslond  Government's re-
suming thar land,

Throughout the legisiation the Min-
inter Tor Aboriginud Affairs was
given the powsr to exercise his
discrétion, and not the
Abariginal  councils "The
Minisier may grant setf-man-
agement. He might nat, too. We
wint legislation (o say that he
will if he's requesied to by the
Aboriginal council”.

The Bill did not specifically give
power b an Aboriginal council
1o exclude people o prevent Lheir
entry om reserves,
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