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Aboriginal numbers
up sharply

The Aboriginal populations
of Victoria and NSW in-
creased sharply between the
1971 and 1976 censuses, while
the Aboriginal population of
the ACT more than trebled,
from 255 to 827,

The figures for NSW and Vie-
toria were announced yesterday
and support indications that Aus-
tralia’s black population has {or
years been underestimated.

The 1971 census put the NSW
population at 23,873 (including
Torres Stratt islanders), but the
1976 census put it at 40,450 In
Victoria the rise was from 6.371
Lo 14,768,

Figures for other States and
Territories, published last manth
in the Department of Aboriginal
Affairs statistical section news-
letter, indicated that
Queensland’s Aboriginal and
Torres Strait islander population
rose from 31,922 (o 41,345 (ive
years later,

The Northern Terntory popu-
lation hardly changed: in 1471

there were 23,381 and in 1976
23751

In Western Australia the popu-
lation increased at a shehily
higher rate. from about 2200010
26,000 and 1n South Awvstralia
from 7,299 to more than 10,000,

The census estimated the papu-
lation in Tasmama a1 671 in 1971
but 2,942 in 14976

The figures of the Australian
torzl show a rise from about
116,000 ta 161,000 i 1976, A
spokestan for the Department of
Aboriginal Affairs last night gave
some reasons for the apparent
Inereases

Apart from the natural rate of
increase among Aborigines and
Torres Strait islanders, which is
greater than the Européan rate
by a ratio of 3 to 1, there was an
increase in the number of people
identified a5 Aboriginal after
1971.

Many Aborigines i outlying
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Many Aborigines in outlying
areas are not counted in census
while others cannot or do not

respond to the census.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110930641



