author

optimistic

By RICHARD SCHERER

DESPITE the grave sense
of injustice at the wrongs
which he feels have been per-
petrated on himsell and his
pcople, Aboriginal author
Kevin Gilbert 1s optimistic.
Mr Gilbert's second buok, “Liv-
ng Black® was published two
weeks ago and already more than
hall the 5,000 copies huve been
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he tries 1o

understand  the
sense oF injustice and depression
[elt by Ahoriginal people i ales,
suburbs, reserves and rural areas

Depressing though the position
of Aborigines throughout Aus-
tradiaas, conditions elsewherce are

vmost a4 hohday™ compared
wilh '~-"|.1| I T]L[‘I"‘.‘!'I:H;' 1o this
peopie in Queenshand
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In 1957, s0 a court in Dubbg
subsequently found, Mr Galbert
murdered his wile He spent 14
years an jatl, mcluding o strewch
i lormer notords “mtractable
section of Grafron Jal

He considers he was unfarly
tricd. among other things, no de-
witnesses  were  called
According to Mr Ghlbert, his wife
died in an argument 1in which she
produced a pun

Several times he sought to ap-
peal, and to complain about the
treatment he received in gl For
his trouble he earned transfer to
Grrafion

Since his release he has tried
o bulld a commumty at the
Purfleet Aboriginal Reserve n
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finance and government action
There are about 300 people on
the reserve. Most of the 30 houses
were built 30 years ago.

Despite the tack of an adequate
program lor community develop-
ment at the reserve Mr Gilbert
has set up an art gallery, garden
nursery and discount trading oul
let. With the profits from tourist
facihties he hopes 1o build un
Aboriginal hall of heroes 1o show
the history and dispossession of
his people

The Aboriginal Legal Service,
he says, has at least given
Aborigines a chance to be heard
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a virtually impossible
task, he says. because of lack of
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Aboriginal

Mr Galbert 1in Canberra.

in court: before it existed, *if vou
were blitck you were gty

te thinks Aburiginal com-
munmities should be allowed 10
impose therr own laws and pun-
ishments because Furopeun pun-
ishiment  tor tribal  Aboripines
medans double punishment

Mr Gnlbert believes strongly
that his people will get justice
only if whites demand 11 tor them
He points out that in 1967, 90 per
cent of Austrahians voted to pive
the Federal Government power 1o
improve the Aborigines wav of
life, surely, he says, 40 or S0 per
cent of Australians have enough
pride in their country to want a
better life for all its citizens,

Despite the endorsement given
i, the Government has not had
the courage to stop Aborngmal
apartheid in Queensland, or the

kind ol inhumanity which exists
in the bed ol the Todd River in
Alice Springs

He points 1o land rights as one
of the major necds ol his people.
as well as helping Aborigines
bumld an economic power base,
land would give all his people a
psychological boost

Compensation lor the dis-
possesston of his people and the
rietht tor them o mahke elledtn
decistons would also help restoirg
r"l.,i‘n-r!:. inal wWentity and 15081
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sOCdly immuaoral
dgentiv-necded medical and
family  centres Little lederal
Money reaches Aborigainal coms-
munities He sads
L) white i!ﬂ”'lf-'i1-1|'51'1'-1"~- fC-

searchers and radesmen

A house which would cost a

white $18,000 can end up costing
$30.000 10 $S40.000 o built for
Abornigines because people such

as architects and electrivnns re-
piard Cgovernment money
game for a np-oll
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wis in Canberra was 1o seck s

national inquiry into Aboriginal

cducation

He says $35 milhon a year is
being spent on basically assimila-
teach

Monist  programs  which

much ol 1l goes

d5 1411

white vilues instead of allowing
Aboniginal children to study tharr
own history and traditions

In their place an institute of
Abonginal cducition should be
set up produce textbooks and
rmatterntls  based Abarginal
history and vilues

Mre Galbert as pleased with the
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help raise white con
fe doesn LEPect 1o
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e hopes this sear to start a
r.!'rlr'ij book im words ana
PICTUTCS will de wribe the n..'uf'."uijl-
LILIMS ':'iIJIL‘r -"H't"'~rfll'1l|.t|
and to produce a
series of documentaries which he
hopes will “bring about some
mceasure ol understanding™
Amonge whites

Mr Gilbert s optimistic that
the Aborngeinal people will be able
o take therr rightiul place, but
predicts that, o action v nol
tarthcoming. i cight to 10 years
there wall be confrontation, per-

haps violent
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w hich

people  live



