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IN 1797 Governor Hunter re-
ported to the Duke of Portlund
that Aborigines were destroyving
houses, stock, killing settlers and
making threats of further at-
tacks. In 1828 constant atiacks
by Aborigines induced the Van
Dicmen's Land (Tasmanian) Ex-
ccutive Council to resolve that
the only way of dealing with
Aborigines was to “inspire them
with terror™.

A decoade later a  Vigtorian
pastoralist wrote of his crcounter
with Aborigines. they murdered une
aof his employecs, burncd his hut. his
stores, all his wheat and killed near-
Iy 3,000 head of cattle. He lamented
“1 have lest my capital ... my
wealth . " In 18533 a Lands Come
missioper in Marvboroueh,
Quecnsland, wrote that it is almost
impossible for me to describe the
constant siate of alarm in which the
Townspeople are kept from o dread
of the agaressions of the blacks”

Citing  repeated  instances  of
Abariginal resistance and Eyropean
répression, Robinson and York sgt
out lo establish that the physcal
resistance of Aborigines 1o Brivish
setilement was an “on-poing and
continent-wide response’. In duing
so. they claim w be pliying a part
in initiating discussion of a viwl
aspect of Austrabian history, Ther
book is the first attempt 10 examine
the resistance in  cach colony,
though it has been preceded by
sevoral specialist studies

The major novelty of the book lies
notl 50 much in the arca of content
as in the methodological appreach
emploved. "Black Resistance’ 15 an
attempt by Maoist writers to revise
Australian’s conceptions of their
kistory, and in the process, of them-
selves. The aim of the book is to
demonstrate the applicability of the
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maxim:;  “wherever there 8 op-
pression, there s resistance to that
Gppreasion’”,

In tire view of the authors, the
setttbemont of Austral: was the
product of Briush colonuilism I
wis mmherent in the nature of coloni-
alism to stiee the Australian conti-
nent and s resourees entirely inthe
interests of British capitalism. The
greed for land and the genccidal
activities of the colomists were en-
demic 1o the svitem of colonjalism.

In the task of dispossession the
British reling class employed a
number of tactics. One tacuic was
the use of nazked force. Another was
the solt approach, the resort to this
tuctic  reflecting  the  abifity of
Aborigings to resist ormed  en-
croachments. The historical role of
missionaries and protectons was, and
is, o undermine the resistance of
Aborigines. Misswondries played n
vanguard role in weakenmg the cul-
tural wnity and jdenuty of the
Aborniginal people. They entered
Aburiginal society armed with the
“sugar-coated” bullet,

Most historians will challenpe
Rotinson and York's use of
evidence, Divisions within England,
within the colony und between the
Colonial Office and settlers, are
seen Lo be apsignificant, as are indi-
vidual (diosvnerasies. All andivid-
uals, with the possible exception of
convicts and labourers, effectively
further the itk of dispossession.
Uincritical wse ts made of evidence;
criticism on this level is not entirely
satisfactory. A view of the function-

ing of society s involved. It is more
meaningful 1o 1ake the authors on
their own terms.

Maws Tse-tung wrote that in stu-
dying a problem it is mecessary 1o
shun onc-sidedness. To be one sided
meats not 1o look at problems all
sidedly ... Or it may be called
seeing the part but not the whole,
secing the trees but not the forest

It is one-uded to regard every-
thing esther as all positive or s 4l
ncpative’'

The delimition of resistance em-
plaved for the greater part of this
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plaved for the greater part of this
book Is a very narrow onc, being
resiricled to wiofent resistance,
More subtle forms receive inade-
guau: altention, Numerous  incis
ents are discussed but there is
insufficient exploration of broad
patterns, The decision to devote a
chapter 10 each colony, rather than
adopt a thematic approach, hinders
analysis,

From my personal viewpaint, the
most disappointing aspect of this
pagan 10 the strupgles of the ap.
pressed is that it fauls 1w live up to
claims of being a humanising his-
Lary

The use of jargon, more marked
in some chapters than in others,
builds up a picture in positives and
negalives, This Aboriginal was a
“great  people’s  warrior™.  That
group of Aborigines “repulsed the
AERTESSOLS _ . N AN awesome show
of sirength™. In a raid on a property
the Aborigines “liberated all useful
material”, That Furopean “un-
fortunately” escaped. Thrs Europe-
an fell a "victim to people’s justice”,
With his “defences down he was
cxccuted™.

There is very liutle attempt to
understand Aborigines on their own
terms. Aborigines acl “like all sen-
sible people”. We arc left with a
picture of Abarigines as the puppets
of incrorable laws of history.
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