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Report criticises

Bryant,

A parliamentary commitiee
which investigated the financial
admunistration of the Department
of Aboriginal Affairs has criticised
both the Minister of the time,
Labor’s ™r Brvant, and the
K;man:nt head, Mr Barric

xier

The commitiee said Mr Dexter
“must assumc responsibihin™ for 1he
department’s falure from the outsen to
orgatiise Lo satisfactorily control the
spending of large amounts of public
moncy,

However, while acknowledging Mr
Bryant's compassion loward the
problems of Aborigines. 1 ~ad o
considered he should have been more
symipathetic and realistic i the Tace of
the problems of establshing  the
department

It also sad 11 was non-convinced tha)
the dl:;girtmcm'ﬁ prablems could nol
have becn overcome by pgrealer
co-operalion between Mr Bryvan and
Mr Dexter, and that Mr Brvants sivle
of administration contributed (o 4
deterioration of the refationship
between the two men,

Finance base

The report. tabled 0 Parliament
yesterday by the Jorm Commitiee of
Public Accounts. crittcsed the Publi
Service Board for not gwving  1he
depariment a proper fmance base (rom
its incepiion in 1972, and departmenial
officers For not transmatting importsn
information

The commitee comprised  both
Oppositien and Government Members,

and s report, presented by (he
chairman. Mr Connolly (Lib, R‘SW}
WAL UTIATIMOWS

Heplying to it. Mr Bryant, now a
backbencher 1n Opposition, said this

woine dhe Fires sasviaetomiies loa lawd A0
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Dexter

backbencher in Oppasition, said this
win the first opportunity e had been
given to answer the allegations in his
proper torum. Parliament

The report should prompt
Parliament to a fundamental
uuestioning ol a distressing malaise in
Australian public administration, of
'l‘gnim inteliectual sloppiness™ at a high
eve

The depariment had given evidence
ihat  was  wrong, My Brsam
sand

‘Extremely bad’

Denving allegations made against
him. he sind that from the beginnmng of
s term as Minister. he had asked for
strict Dimanical control 1o be exercised
over  funds  distributed by the
depariment

Al the time he came ta the Ministry,
the condition of the Aboniginal people
was cxlremely bad

He said. "1t was ymportant that we
got an with the job, and that 15 what we
tried o do’

The commitiee began s mguiry in
1974, following a reference 1n the
Auditor-General’s supplementary
repart Tor 1972-73 10 deficiencies in
hnancial and admimstrative control i
the depacrtment, and a later special
tepart om the depariment by the
Auditor-Creneral

It held pubhic hearngs 1973
which witmesses included Mr Brvant
Mr Dester departmental oftwers and
other public servants, as well gy people
VOTTReC o wilh onicr prisgs al BCuvilies
al the departmen
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