barrister
sworn in

SYDNEY, Friday, —|
Mrs Patricia O'Shane was|
sworn in today as Austra-|
lia's first Aboriginal
barrister.

The family watched as
she was admitted 1o the Bar
i a ceremony in the NSW
Supreme Court.

In Svdnev for the occa-
sion were her two daugh-
ters, Lyvdia, 13, and Man-
Ivn, 12. her father Mr Pat|
tYShane, her two bhrothers,
IYan, an electrictan, and,
lerry, a seaman. and her|
sister Margaret, a nurse, [

Mrs (YShane first ranght|
at schools in Cairns b
alfter an illness decided 10
iake up law.

She said that she had ex-
perienced racism from fel-
oo students at  umversity,|
but not from her tulars o
established barrisiers.

A racist remark had also
heen direcied at her recently
in Cairns, she said. i

She was nlerested i
practising ¢riminal law, bul|
would alse like 10 be able o
arpue land-rights cases for|
the Ahorigines.

Mrs  (Shane hopes n-.‘
congentrate  on Abornginag!|
work in the Syvdney area. |
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