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in Sydney
PEdPLﬁ-hsten when xgﬁny?aboﬂgmes were in
J

Paf O'Shane
stands up at a meeting
to talk about the legal

reatment aborigine§
timA

- Pat OShu.ne is an
asoriginal, a woman and
a Dbarrister, Australia’s

first aboriginal barrister,

in fact
ind at a seminar on racial
discrimination held - this
week in the State Office
Bipck, ney, Miss
O'Shane produced some
very nasty figures.
Ressarch being done by the
N.S.W. Bureau of Crime
Statistics indicated, she
said, that at least 30 per
cent of the male prison
population was aborigine.
And about 50 per cent
of all juveniles coming
ocfore the courts were

aborigines.

*

= the aboriginal papu--

iztion of Australia gradu-

=llv being incarcerated?.

Miss O'Shane didn't g0
that far but she pointed

-“Partly because their skin

is black,” she said,

“Tn Australia there is a na-

‘tional prejudice against

people simply on the

‘ground that they have

black skin and as a gen-
erality this prejudice has
spread to the police and
the magistrates.

“Not all the police and

e

magistrates are mﬁst.
but our legal systefii

: mﬁ — the aborigine

““the system thun the

white Australian.”

Miss O'Shane agreed that

one reason aborigines
went to prison in such
numbers was that they so
often pleaded guilty to
charges and made no ef-
fort to defend themselves

in court.

“Many simply despair if

they are arrested,” said
- Miss O’'Shane, “and they

St seenopomtmtrymgto

out that aborigines made

up ‘a: grossty dis>
proportionate percentage
of Australia’s prison pop—
ulation. 5
Srossly is right.

“he latest national census
taken (1971) showed
115953 full - "hloods and

mixed bloeds who de-- ¢
scribed themselves as-

sberigines and they ALL
made {p less than one
per cent of the then tofal
Australian populatlon 01'
2.755.800:

ter the seminar I a=ked
Miss O’'Shane wl:;y 50

- She was

resist the force of the
faw.® ¢

She herself has been a re-
‘markable resister against
the forees which tend to
hold back the aborigine
in Australia.

Now 35, she is the daughter
of a wandering Irish
wharf-laborer and an
a.bongmhl mother. Born

in Queensland she spent,

10 years as &
teacher in Cairns,
eight of which

1ntérested in

aboriginal rights from
her teens and as a mem-

‘ber of the Aboriginal Ad-

vancement League

played & part in the—f'
Queensland case in .

whieh two  policemen
were dismissed {rom the
forece (and one was
jailed) for twe years for
ality. :
O’Shane

Miss married

- Mick Miller, the Paim Is- :
Mr. Justice Michael' Kirby

1
- schoolteacher,

“she :
taught English and his-
tory in high school.

pbut the marriage broke
up. There are two child-
ren of the marriage, girls
aged 13 and 14, one of
whom lives. with each
parent.

Four years ago Mrs. Miller

came to Sydney, réesumed
her maiden name, got an
Aboriginal Study Grant

—and went to the Univer-
- Sity of N.S.W. where, af- -

ter three years of unre-

. mitting slog, she gradu-

ated in law last year.

-~ Now she is a barrister

- with chambers in the
ﬁty

% not -being  over-

v. ed * with' briefs,”
she: told me,

al” -

At the seminar  Miss

O'Shane said that al-

though the Federal Ra-
Discrimination = Act
prohibited discrimination

cial

on grounds of race or
color, its practical value
‘was minimal.
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“Put- ITnk =
-getting some, mostly
__criminal work and often
Teprasentmg an abongin—.

MISS PAT O'SHANE
who is also President of -

the Law Reform Com- -

mhsmn, told the seminar
that common law had
proved a puny champion
in proteeting aborigines.

And Mr. Wran, the Labor

Premier of N.S.W., came
to the seminar to reveal
that the government

- planned to- introduce a
~state anti-diserimination

Bill in Parliament soon.

“It would cover dis-

mmmation on. grounds
or marital

'Ast:eskmoelm Mr. Wran

- "It
is atuous to clmm thﬂ.
an aborigine who does
ot know his legal rights

_and who cannot afford to
;;onsult a lawyer is. eqyl-

fore the laW B




