TRUGANINI

her rest in
peace

DAVID ELIAS

They respect

their dead but they
dont worship
them.

So it doesn't
impress  Truga-

nini's descendants
when the Post
Office announces
that she will be
featured in a set
of postage stamps.

The announce-
ment, in fact, will
bring the whele

nasty affair to a head
again.

There are moves to
have the Truganini
case brought to the
attention of the Abori-
ginal Affairs Minister,
Senator Cavanagh, to-
night.,

For the Thsmanian
aboriginal queen — the
last full-blood of her
tribe — is still mot al-
lowed to cross into the
dreamtime,

Kext year ‘Truganini
will have been dead for
100 years, but her remains

=gt =il not -biirfed:

Today, 1 talked to Mr
Jim Berg who said he
was one of her followers.

He descrlbed the
“honor” bestowed on Tru-
ganini by the Post Office
is a bapkhanded Lribute.

“We don't need statues
and the like to remind us
of our past,” he said.

My Berg, who is chair-
man of the Aboriginal
Legal SBervice, sald he had
i family tree tracing his
mncestry back to  ‘Tru-
ganini.

“T respect her.,” he sald.
“We all do, especially the
old people.

“And it upsets them
that she is not in her pro-
per resting place,”

The history of Trugna-

ninl’s remains is remark-
ahle, X

They are now t in
the i Mfuj:eum
in Hobart and for years
aboriginals have been

protesting.

Inl disd on May
8, 1876, and within hours
the Roval Society of Tas-
msania was clamoring for
her s
It wanted to add her to
lllj:;nanr_hmpuiuﬁul collec-

The Tasmanlan gov-

Bounged Triganis 'she

an

her neople in life infer-
vened.

Bhe was burled In a
secrel grave, but wWas ex-
humed on the orders of
& later government.

Even as recently as
flve years pgo the Aus-
tralian Institute of Abo-
riginal Btudies made n

ea that the bones be
ept in lis museum.

The institute said that
all other remains of the
Tasmanians in the mus-
eum and university coliec-
tions would have to be
buried — a tragedy for
the scientific world.

Bince then there have
been plans to bury her

A plea
to let

JIM BERG .

next year on the centen-
ary of her death.

Mr Bergr =aid foda
that these plans hn’i
come to nothing and the
question was still open,

“The f=sue gets re-
vived every now and then
and this stamp trouble is
the sort of thing which
brings it up agmin.”

The Postmaster-Gen-
eral, Senator P,
eaid that Truganini and
the flve other famous
Australian woren to he
stamps had | beerr: pov:

8 n -
irayed before. e

But never together in a
comnlete set

The otheér women are
Edith Cowan, Louisa
Lawson, Ethel Richardson,

tribute ™

. "“it's a backhanded

Catherine Spen
Constance s‘nn!:ﬁ!. a0
Jim Berg, 31, and mar-
i T S
w m Wi
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He said: “1 think a suit-
able inseription on the
stamp should read “Tru-
ga.mnl. Iast of the full-
lopd Tasmanians who
wes wiped out with her
tribe by the whites.'

“That's the only value I
can put on it”

Mr Berg said that
Senator vanagh will
tonight aftend a Mel-
bourne meeting of abori-
ginals where panini's
case will again be raised.

“Perhaps the Benator
can do something tw heip
her” he said,
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