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~ SECURITY INQUIRY
Witness calls for

ASIO dossier

From FRANL CRANSTGN

SYDNEY, Wednes-
day. The Royal
Commussion into Aus-
tralian  Security and
Intelligence Organisa-
tions was asked today
to demand the imme-
diate production of an
ASIO file on a witness
before the commission.

The president of the
Council for Civil Liber-
ties, Mr K. D. Buckley,
asked the Roval Commis-
sioner, Mr Justice Hope,
of the NSW Supreme
Court, o request that the
file on him be delivered
immediately. He was giv-
ing evidence at the open-

ing of the first public
hearings of the oyal
COHTITI sS40,

“I wsk for it to be

muade available so it can
be used as an l:um_p]r, of
the irivinlity and irrele-
vance of the malerial in
such dossiers”, he said.

“I msk that it be
delivered immediately, 1
do not put it past them to

tamper with the file,
Dirty ftricks are part of
their trade®.

Mr Justice Hope, a
former president of the
Council for Civil Liber-
ties, said later in the pro-
ceedings that he had con-

sidered Mr  Buckley's

I request.

“In the present case, |
have made arrangements
for any such file o be
made available 1o me".
he said. “1 do mh pro-
pose to make il available
for public access”.
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II avan

fur mhla: access”,

SBUDVEFSION Was  premy
much & subjective thing,

Earlier, Mr BoclMr Htlckl:y sard. What

'‘had told the commismight be regarded as
subversive in the Soviet

Union would npot be

that without knowledge treaied as such in Auosira-

of how security organi-
salions operated # was
difficult 10  formulale
questions which ought 10
be answered.

ASIO wes a threat lo
civil liberties in Ausira-
lia, Mr Buckley said. No
ona who was the subject
of an adverie ASIO re-
port was in m position to
check it mccuracy or to
rebut it. He need not

even know of its exisi

ence,
‘Political
]
Pw
Mr Buckley said ASIO
had not been content 10
collect and store informa-
tion. Some of its officers
had been prepared to use
information for party
political purposes.

at political demonsira-
tions and compiled dos-
giers on them.

Mr Justice Hope said
much could tura on what
should be the fypes of
aclivity in security mat-
ters which the country
needed to guard against,
One of the matters could
be the existence of ASIO
itself but there was a real
need for a definition of
subversion so as to know
what a body concerned
with it should do.

It had
taken pictures of people

lia.

H:d said Aﬁlﬂmd.ﬂoi

tinued to employ v
:ﬂ:‘ﬁ: they

ual
were nld hat years ago. It

might be that Ausiralia
had po defence secrets
worth spying on, but if it
did they ihnuld be guard-
ed in a different way.
Terrorism  could be
handled by the ordinary
police,

Mr Jusiice Hope point-
ed oul that ASIO had
advisory but no executive
functions, If it Thad
executive  [unctions it
could be a greater danger
to civil liberties than sug-
gested by Mr Buckley.

Mr Buckley said that
although ASIO had no
exi:cuh'hn power ii could
in some way acquire
them. The Council for
Civil Liberties was not
advocaling the abolition
of ASIO. It did not ex-
pect the present Govern-
ment or a future povern-
ment to do so, but its
exislence shiould be
dependent on the estab-
lishment of safeguards
for civil liberties.

Continued on Page 7

Subversion was prelty
much & subjective thing,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article116336776
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WITNESS ASKS FOR DOSSIER

¢ ontinoed Friom Page 1.

The Federal sedietary ol
the  Cloungil for Com-
monwealih Poblic Serviee
Ohpgansanions LCCPSON Lol
e Rewval  Commissian s
cregnisalion Wwas  concerncd
with e compilaiion ol
AN dossiers op publio s -
vania amd  applicants  for
pusitions with the service,

s ergamsinon  beheved
in (ke noed lor one or fwo
intellipgence orgamsalioni Lo
operile  in the  common
pond, M Groudwell  soude
I'here Bad been security yét-
tire of Avstrolian Govern-
menl  empiovees sinoe At
lewst 1917 ond his orgam-
sitiens accepled i1 as a T
ol lile, £

He deew attestion o the
neisd for I‘I-EI‘.ITI|EI in-
advandmeed by sccurniy  re-

myiin i he  mmrend ety
advimed of the Tact with ihe
fullest  possihle  explanatim,
Ie suggesied the appont-
menl, oo el egime Pisis
prohahlv. o 8 Beciuiiy
Commissioner  whn ol
roview such idvoise yepogis

Pewssibly  dl his  organi-
siion knew the rules which
poverned the compilation ol
seelrby reports Gr maghe ned
be sa concerned, e wereed
with the Roval Commission-
of thot COPSCY dhid mast even
knowe if there were goneinl
ritles, & point on which Mr
dustice Hope suld he might
Inler be able 10 pive some
geneval information.

Mr Gradwell agreed with
the Rovol commissoner that
there were  pubhic  seovice
postions: which shop'd need
ney  securiy  wvetiing.  After

e —

A Cyadwe!l hwd cied the
Honey Hogied, My luslice
[ope cied the Deparomert
ol Aborgminal  Adlaas as
possible exuninle,

A memther ol the nalioanal
expciitive of e € omimiin-
Paety ol Apstralia, M
Paloidi,  agreed with Mo
Tusise  Thope  hat hits
CTRATH R may iy iz
spects] vipws o what don
sbilies withveision,

Mr o Palmada  submived
that ASICY and olther secnr-
ifv erEamsalions i Adisini-
lin should be dishanded as
nrgansALeny spryine o fhe
radicul  belft  and  Labor
ooy ement.

“Exstreme forrorist, Fascisg
argamsilions. like the Lis.
tasha armil the Mo Pary,
caty bt of  their armed
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Tosha aral (e N0zl Parly,
caty hiiest of  their armoed
tramisg Tacilies m o Austya.

liw, wipeinly amd in their piik
l'red tawrs® . He sl
VL erniegidsl ety hieaal
afpinrers ceam b homibd
wodichorws ok bl lowping Dawrk
shops sniishicd Tepeateidh
i aleavh thredts ol
geinsl lemders ol the Lol
s emenl”

Mr o Palmiadn  pave . m
slpmees ol alleged  Bugminmg
ol the  Commupnist Part
bl attempis Lo mhilieee
thesir omgamnsalions, The wom
missiomer,  howeses,  sup-
f‘ll.""'\["d the mwies ol miosl
al 1he peisens wonlimed o
the  submission  wnnl he
satisbied  Wimeeedl That the
mimes had  phicody hoeen
piktshed or that the people
cancetned were agrecable.

Aboul 40 people atiended
the heanng. No e wos et
for o restmiption of the
pobvhic héaring

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article116336776



