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Walk-out at talks
on race relations

ALICE SPRINGS,
Sunday. — The Mayor
of Alice Springs, Alder-
man Brian Martin, and
several other aldermen
angrily walked out of a
meeting with the Min-
ister  for  Aboriginal
Affairs, Senator Cava-
nagh, today.

Senator Cavanagh  had
nlleged that the town wus
on the verge of race war-
fare, and refused 10
apologise,

The meeting went on,
however, without the
mavor and the aldermun,

After the meeling,
which lasted about two
hours, Senator Cuavanagh
giid that he mught have
been wrong about some
aspects of his statement
on Fridav.,

He said that he would
welcome & reconciliation
with the muyvor and the
council to enahle positive
steps 1o be taken Lo alle-

Violence during  the
past two months culmi-
nated in the rape of &
while womuan by eight
Aborigines on  February
9, followed hy a vigilanie
group of whites attempi-
ing o lynch an Aborigin-
6l and paint another one
white.

Afier  Senator Cav-
anagh agrecd 1o the talks
authorities 1n the town
underiook a major clean-
up  of the strects  and

viile the fown's present
lension.

On  Friduy the Alice
Spring's branch of the
ALP had dissociated it-
self from Senator Cav-
anagh’s starements.

At one siage during
the meeting a man said
Abhorigines were “animmais
who have been living in
trees  [or  hundreds of
vears',

The clash occurred
during a special meeting
called 1o discuss deterio-
rating telations  hetween
Abhorigines and whites in
the town.

Violence  during  the
nasd  twa montha eolmi-
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Aboriginal camps oo the
bed of the Todd River.

About 1,000 Abori-
gines were carried by
truck from the (own o
bish settlements at  the
end of last week.

About 100 people, in-
cloding nearly 30 Abori-
gines  from  seitlements,
altended todoy's meeting.

Alderman Martun  sad
Senator  Cavanagh  had
mude 2 series of siale-
ments  which had slan-
deied the town.

“Your emolive refer-
ences  ta the immapent
outbreak of rvacial war-
fare, vour siatemenis tha
block and white people
walk on  opposite  foot-
paths, and whenever one
racial group has one of
the other within ils group
he is bashed, are unmtrnie
and inflammatory™,  he
sabd.

“Your COMPATIRONS
between  Alice  Springs
and Redfern demonsirate
a complete lack ol under-
standing of the true posi-
on™.

Continued on Page 7.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article116336248
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Walk-out at racial talks !

Contlpped from Page 1.

Alderman Marlin said
Senator Cavanagh had
maligned Alice Springs
and his statement had ex-
acerbated tension.

He said Alice Springs
would have no con-
fidence in him uni®w=s he

withdrew his statements
and apalogised.

Senator Cavanagh ac-
cused those who walked
out of “playing politics”,

He had [lown to the
town because of urgent
requesis  [rom EEVETRI

people and organisatlons

lo discuss race relutions :
His concluion  that lhe.-|
lown Was mear o racial
warfare followed commi-
nications from prominent
‘people in the town

“If vou «<ay there s
not, | withdraw, and .
gy the need for my pres-
ence 1w ot here”, Senator,
Tlavenush s

Senator Cavanagh re-
jected calls for the sale!
of lwguer to Aborigines to
be restricied.

“While drinking  Thas
caused problems  in all
Aboriginal  communities.
voil  have A sjluation
todny  where  Aboigines
have beei. L iven equal-|

itv", he said,

"“This in a right which
we have to maintain and
must mainiain under our
international ohlications,

“There is no  quesiion
aof takine drink  away
from them",

The Reverend Tim
Nowning, of the T'niled
Church, denied that Alice
Sprinpgs Wiy R racist
fown, but he said there
wae a lot of tlepsion
which hud  been  caused
by &  hreakdown in
communicution hetween
hlacks and whites,

Senator Cavanngh =moid
the meecting hod  shown
that there were things
happening in  the 1own
which may  indicate dis-
criminatuon, Hut he was
pleased to see that open
warfare was not ahout 1o
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warfare was not ahout 1o
accur,

The meeting agreed to
establish & commitiee of
focal representatives o
advise the Department of
Aboriginal  Affairs  on
what the town wanted
and how racial problems
could be solved

Alderman Martin  said
later he did not regrel
withdrawing (rom  the
meeling. It was a malter
of pinciple, and  the
Minister had spoken ir-
responsibly - about  Alice
Springs even hefore he
arrived.
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