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Mr Perkins to lay

racism charges

Senior  Aboriginal
public  servant  Mr
Charles Perkins said
last night he would
proceed with charges
of racism in employ-
ment against his depart-
ment head, Mr Barrie
Dexter, with the De-
partment  of Labor’s
discrimination in cm-
ployment commitlec.

Mr Perkins said he bl
decided 10 ke the action
aiter @ “froifless”  tlk
vesterday with Mr Dex-
ler in the Depuriment of
Aboripinal Affairs,

Mr Perkins, an sssisi-
ant secretary with the de-
partment, said he had de-
cided 1o accept a  grint
the Aunstraliin
Arts of

[or the

Council

Mr Perkins

L1L000 and would appiy
for a wvear's leave with-
out pay today 1o begin
wark under it.

Mr Perkins said that
Mr Dexter hwad, before
C hristmas, token him off
his role of being In
churee  of the depari-

National Library of Australia

his« role ol bging In
churge of the depari-
ment s consullation  divi-
10,

“1 have been  doinge
what s fermed  “special
dimie<”" Mr Perking said.
“It is a totally nebulons
job and has forced me to
make the decision  to
accept the grant”,

Mr Perkins suid he had
asked Mr Dexter vesier-
day for a more contrib-
tting role in the depurt-
ment.

“He only ho-hummed

and has made it plain
that he does
npot want to work with

me”, he said.

“He is a racist and has
eal 10 be sacked imme-
dintely. He has nfringed
Lipon the Aboriginey’
rights for pood  hoosane,
education and health™.

Mr Perkins sand  that
he as an individoal  was
nit willing 1o conform 1o
Ml Dexier's “oramil
design” Tor Aborigines in
Apsiralio,

“I, #ws an individoal,
will mot conform and
Aborigines generally will
ot conform and Mr
Dexter 8 gefting more
| purapoid”, he aaad

i

Me Maeaviar

Mr Dexter

“1 am proceeding with
my case against Mr Dex-
ter to the Depariment of
Labor's discrimination  in
emplovment commitiee
of racism in emplovient
by him",

Mr Perkins suid he hal

written ta the comumittes
amd  the commuttee b
wriltem ek 10 Fvim

unont his churpes,

He suid he bl spokens
with hes wile Jast might
on his decivon and they
had decided 1o accept the
grant.

Write books,
make films

The grant was made so
Mir Perkins could write &

number of books and
make films on  Abori-
gines. He would also

undertnke lecture tours.

He said it was fruitless
1o appedl to the Minister
foor  Aboriginal  Affairs.
Semator Cavasaph, a8 Mr
Dester had  hime “tied
up”

Mr Dexter declined
last might 1o comment on
statemenis made by My
Perkine, He saiid he
thought M Perkins'
application fior d
months”  leave withow
pay from the depariment
would have to go to the
Public Service Board
Perinds of up to  gix
months were handled by
the depurtment head.
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