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PREMIER AGREES
Royal commission

into WA incidents

A Royal commission is
to be held imo Aborig-
inal and police relations
| in Weatern Ausiralia, the
| State Premier, Sir
Charles  Court, an-
nounced in a statement
issued in Canberra yes-
terday.

In a separale sistemend,
the Federal Minisier for
A:hu'ril.lmb Affwirs, Senntor
Cavanagh, said he waos
leased with the atijiude of
ir Charles m the matier.

Terms of t:!rr:n..,u .n: 1
be mgreed n the
Federal thrn
Austrilian Guumm:m-

Senutor  Cavenagh  said
the nguiry would include
the incident on January 5 at
Skull Creek in which 2§
Abariginen were  arresied
and detained overnight,

The nent day, there was
an agresment between the
rrm:umr and  Aboriginal
egnl Aid Service for the
charges to be withdruwn, he
waid,

Also 10 be  investigaled
would be the behaviour of
Aborigines and the resoltant
police sction st Laverion
some weeks before the Skull
Creek incident.

The Roval commission is
expecied (o have three mem-
bers, one of whom would be

nominnied by  the Com-
monwealih,

Senator Cavanagh  said
the Commonweali nomi-

nee, who had not yet been
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selected, would head m later
Federal Roval cum-ml:muu
o investigaie Al:mn.lmll
and pohce  relations  n
central Australia,

Sir  Churles's  statement
said the report from  the
Western  Australian  Assisi-
ant Police (Commissioner,
Mr Parker, on the Laverion
incidents l‘.:uld. not  recom-
mended any disciplinary sc-
fion ageinst membern of the
pohice force.

He had everv conflidence
in the whility and fairness of
Mr Parker, but feeling was
running sa  high among a
number of people that he
had no doubt they wonld
reject the findings.

Sir Charles snid, “1 gather
they might have been more
inclined 1o accept the aitu-
ation had the report recom-
mended  some  disciplinary

LM the OLNEr NAand, 1here
are  reports  Trom  different
qguarters which suggest there
nre wsome disiurhing specis
which require further in-|
vestigmtion, both  n the|
interesis of those making ol-

legations and the police
themselves™.
Sir Charles gaid  his

Government wad anxious fo
receive the benefit of the
Laverton Study Group
work, under the chairman-
ship of & mugistrate,

Senator Cavaoagh  said
the full terms of reference
woulld be wide enough 1o
cover all incidents leading
up to the Skull Creek in-|
cufent and subseguent  n-
cidents, 19 suggesl any  AcC-
fion justilied as a result of
any ngident, and recom-
mendations’ for fofure ac-
tion to  prevent  repetitions
of undesirable incidenis,

action, because the advice
given 1o us hy some of the
responsible Abonging
members of the community
was that most of the Abori-|
inals would be satisfied of

F!l:tp]lﬂﬂf_‘f !E!Iﬂ:‘l WwWers
faken againsl certain I'l‘IEI'I'I-l
hers of the police force,

“We could hardly eapect
Msisiant Commissinnar
Patker 1o produde a scape-
goat if he helipved no parlice |
force disciplinary action was
needed,

‘Disturbing
aspects’

"On the other hand,
are  reports

there
Trom different

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article116340041



