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are proud of Rev Patrick Dodson
who will soon be the first member of

thelr people 1o ba

crdsined 1o the priesthood. The admiralion shows in the
fecos of thess lsenagors from the Santa Toress minskon,
near Allce Springs, ps they siroll with Pairick Dodson
through the grounds of the Sscred Heart Fathers' Mon-

Australia.
Those same hands will
sobnn be anolnled by

Bishop O'Loughlin, of Dar-
win, during an ordination
ceremony Lhat will make
Patrick Dodson the first
Apstralian Aboriginal to
becomg a priest.

The 27-year-old bearded
deacon speaks with a
pentle volce as be talks
abotat  his p-- -:-'r of l;hr

The dark brown hands of Palrick Dodson
Now gracefully as he tells of the past 10 months
he has spent working as a deacon in north-wesl

His thres sisters will be
there, and his three
brothers, including Mich-
acl. & final year law stu-
dent at Monash University.

‘Proud of my
grandfather’

Patrick Dodson’'s parents

are dead, But, his grand-
father ."u.!r F"J..:In!'. Djad-

astery, Croydon, whate he ls a ‘III'I‘|-
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mechanic working on the
great development projécts
af the north.

But he gradually be-
came aware of a drive fo
help his peopls more dir-
ectly.

Drawn to the
priesthood

He had made up his

But, for Patrick Dodson
the important thing = to
be working for his people,
who, he insists, have much
tx teach while sociely
about the Christian life—
“hiessed are the poor In
spirit"=—and about people
being loval and helping
each other

=8n much can be leami
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