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Staff

talk

strike over
~ Perkins

From STUART SIMSON

CANBERRA

Personal staff of

“several federal ministers are likely to
strike if aboriginal public servant
Mr Charles Perkins is disciplined.

ed
“the next two weeks.

Yesterday five press’
secretaries and person-
al secretaries took part
in an aboriginal sit-

in outside Parliament:
House during the
demonstration.

They included Mr I)a-
vid Halpin, press secre-
tary to the Housing Min-
ister, Mr Johnson, and
Mr Brian Stewart, per-
sonal secretary to the
Media Minister, Senator
Douglas MeClelland.,

Mr Perkins, an assis-
tant secretary in the
Aboriginal Affairs De-
partment was suspended
after saying that the Lib-
eral and Country Partiesn
were racist.

His case is to go before
a Public Service tribunal.

Mr Halpin said yester-
day if Cabinet did not}
support the Prime Minis- |
ter Mr Whitlam’s stand|
against the charge of im-|

proper conduct then: “I
will certainly go on
strike.”

“It’s =a  disgrace,” 'Mx'
Halpin said. 3
Public servants at the
Aboriginal Affairs De-
artment also have

hreatened to strike if Mr
Perkins is found guilty
and punished.

Yesterday, 125 of them

_signed a letier to the

Prime Minister in support
of Mr Perkins.

The tribunal is expect-
to hear the case in

Mr Perking has sasd he
will plead guilty to the
charge that he made %e
statement, but not guil
to the chazge of iimproper
conduct,

He is expected fto
defended by Mr Cliv v-,
—att, QC. |



