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Perkins and the aborigines

MR Whitlam's first Minlster of Aboriginal Al-
faira was Mr Bryant, who had a long connec-
tion with aboriginal organisations.

*When the ludicrous "turtle farm™ atfalr was
axposed by ‘Labor Senalor Georges, Mr
Whitlam sacked "Mr Bryant and appointed
Senator Cavanagh, _

Senator Cavanagh found himsalf face-to-
face with Mr Charles Perking,

Parkina Is a part-aboriginal who, as
Assistant-Secratary of tha Departmant,
recetves a public service salary of approx-
irmately 517.000 a yaar,

kir Parking |5 a good man, with understan-
dable historical grievances.

He has bean lad to balleve, by Mr Whitlam
as much as anybody alge, that he can lorca an
untenable conslitutional "princlipla — that a
highly-galariad public servant can ba, al the
sama time, both a public sarvant and a major
poliical leader,

i accepted for Mr Perking, # must ba
accapled for everybody else; =

A Secretary of-the Department of Foreign
Aftairs would be justified n publicly attacking
Mr Whitlam's' China polley, or Or Calrns’
program of sacuring the viciory of North Viat-
P,

A Secretary of Delonce would be enlitlad 1o
azk pubbicly for the ramaval of Mr Barnard, for
wretking Australia’s defenca structure,

New attacks

Attar 8 previous waming, both by Sanator
Cavanagh and by deparimantal head Barrie
Daxter, and some kind of signed undartaking,
Mr Parkins want to Western Australia, lam-
basted both the Liberal and Country parties,
was duly suspended and charged actording
o regulations, then atacked his Minister,
Senator Cavanagh, as toally ignorani of
aboriginal atialrs.

Mr Whitlam, s Prime Minister, supporied
Mr Perking' political actheithes, attacked his
deparimanial head for charging him — thus
claarly axprassing no confidance in him, in his
own Minkster, and abviowsly assarting that ha,
a3 Prima Minlster, was above tha ragulations,

Ha left tham both to be hanged publicly by a
kangaroo court, bappily mannad by the Lefi-
Libarals on the media.

Acting on ihese principles, Mr Whitlam
could not run a corner store or a foolball
team. lot alone Ausiralia.

Which brings us to the far more saribus
isgus — the aborigines themselvas and the
chaos in aboriginal policy, which the Minister,
Senator Cavanagh, admitted to be a
"I SRstoe"

This chaos derivas from one immediate fact
= that In the aboriginal field, as In others, the
Government cama to power on the “pop”
slogens invented by s hired PR firm. It has
slogans and no policy.
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i beled, presumably, that. by pitching
$117m. a year of public money into the ring,
you could sobvl probrlams of cultural cleavage
which are as old as Ausiralia

Nobody, in fact, has been able to find oul
how the $117m. a year s spenl; how miuch
evar raaches the aborigines; whather or nal
large sums have simply beén mis-
appropriated; and how much goes to finance
lifdd rasearch monographs which arg
wiitten by pald acadamics who ara Govern-
meant supporiers, and which are ulimatety
sociological wafile,

White backlash

in broad, ihat was the question asked by
Profesaor Srehlow, of Adelaide University
whan ha resigned from the Instijule of
Aboriginal Studles,

Sanator Cavanagh stated that. this Is
breading a “white backlash™, This obously
can lead to an artificial-style racial confronta-
tign In this country,

Againsgi this white backiash, | would make
the most-earnest appeal,

The aborigines hawe great wrongs o be
righted. They canm only ba righted by such
maasures as the récognition of astabiished
land rights, where thae old tribal structure
prevails; by complate co-oparation with the
iribal alders: by persistent education of city
aborigines into the frades and professions of
a predominantly white sociaty.

The group of genuing peocple who have
helped the aborigines over tha years, In face
of an apathetlc community, are ROwW con-
fronted by a well-organised extramist group,

whose alm Is & massive confrontation
babwean the heo races,

This extrémist greup has, over the years,
been carefully nuriured and financed by tha
Communist-led unlons.

The agitators

This revolutionary group, mostly composed
of part-aborigines (manipulated by others
who are not even pari-aborigines), (8 dis-
trusted by the tribal people of the Morth, and
by thair leadars.

Some of s membars are clearly making
carears out of démagoguery.

The group has shown s capacity for
dastructive mischie! over a wida area of af-
fairs, for axamphe:

* I lmst year's violent outbreaks in Brisbana;
* In tha rloting associated with tha “Abariginal

Embassy” outside Parllament Housa In

oo iginal del I Paki
" in ‘two aboriging ons to ¥

bath ked by extramist ?ﬂrm -— "chll::;ruq"

Dixon, and Garry Foley — financed either

by _tha Paking governmant or Communist

unkong in Austrabls.

it is axiomalic that the ABC wil always hava
ita camaras rasady to publiciss (hasa oc-
caslions, without which publicity the occaslons
wiuld caase,

Parlsh the thought that the armchalr
radicals In. Currént Affairs are acting In
collusion!

Government payroll

The most bizarre aituation arlsas, however,
from the assissnce given to this exiremist
miovement by pirsons whose salary is pald by
the Commomwealth, afthough not technically
public sorvants.

Thage are & ew members of the Aboriginal
Laegal Service, which, without any statutory
authority whatsoever, | pabd for by the Com-
manwadalth.

TOT's own cemeras showed that the depar-
ture points of he bussas for last Thursday's
Canperra demenstration were the offices of
the Aboriginal Legal Searvice In bath
Malbourne and Sydney.

Earligr, ana fald officer was réporied as be-
ing associated with a demonstration near
Nowrn

Anotner flald officer announced on January
3 that he was sppealing to the Chinese Em-
bassy for mongy, which he sald was for lood
rilial,

Publicly pald officlals of the Aborigina
Legal Sarvice were Involved in (he kidnapping
of the aborigial gid, Nola Galanamba, In
Darwin last Septambaer,

Tha part-abarbginalks whio lead the axtrem st
movement, for obvious reasons, are calfing
for this dismisial of Senator Cavanagh.

If thare are Cabinet dismissals, parhaps the
hatchet should fall edsewhare.



