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OR WE RESIGN'

By HUGH ELLIOT

The acting president of the National Aboriginal Consultative Committee,
Mr Bruce McGuinness, says he would rather resign than have the committee con-

tinue in an advisory capacity.
Mr McGuinness told

He added the 41 mem-

this her Corm e would
the ':""i;""""hﬂﬂw;, ::I prabably also woant o re-
today when he arrived _. - ¥
in Canberra from Mel- The committce  has
bourne to meset the chonged M5 name 10

:\.;-."i.:-.u:.l, Abonpmal on=
press, and has stated thal
il wani= in mctive nole in
Aboripingl affairs

Minister for Aboriginal
Afairs, Senator Cava-
nagh, over the present
dispute about the com-

Senmior  Cavanagh  hos
mittee s Rame and retoried  that he considers
function. the ecommiilee had no

authordly 1o chinge iis
name, and that T i1 inssts
on retwning the change he
may not have  power o
conlinue paymenis to the
i bers,

[hese pavmenis  @e
$6.000 a year salary and
S1.00d gxpenses.

Mro o McoGuinmess  -said
thut he and iwo other
memberd of the commiles
had arranged to discuss
the matter  with Senator

Cavanagh
The other members are

the aclimg pencral Hec-
retary, Mr  Phillip - Hall
and 1he presiding chair-

man. Mr Fddiz Bennell.

Mr  MeGuinness  suid
the appointment of the
commutice o an advisory
bady . 1o [he Govermmen
was @ - sell owmt™ of  the
Aborizinal people
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with  Aborginal alfaacs™
he sald “iinles we become
o slolplory  body™,

He admilied that wha

the . lcommitlee Wanied
mighl nol be possibie
withaoml an _Act of Pailia-

mend s
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_H:ll the ®leal was 1o he

E1Y &N authorety £
hamdle Aborizinal
finances, make their own

decisions and produce an
annwil report for the De.
poartmient. . of Abonzinal
Alfaifs.

Me MeGuinness emigpb -
gised that the commitice
Wil anxiols to dischss (he

malter  freely  with - the
Adimisier.
He said the commiifes

had'not taken legal advice

aboat’ the valcdhity of (he
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the change of namc-




