NATIVE POLL
COST $350,000

CANBERRA, — It cost about $350,- !
000 to prepare electoral rolls for the
election of the National Aboriginal

Consultative Committee.

The chief returning
officer, Mr Neville Burke,
told the NACC this to-

e S
t year 41 members
were glected to the NACC.

Mr Burke said that the
financial implications of
the electicn had been a
“disaster area." Some
officials had to wait u
to five months to be paid.

He said: “It was report-
ed by one co-ordinator
that the carelessness of
one airline resulted in the
loss of election material
despatched to a polling
]'-'r]ﬂ'ﬂf."

A light aircraft had to
be chartered tc. deliver
;:iﬁum material, he

Mr Burke sald the
election had shown a
number of weaknesses.

ot time had
make full
arrangements, he sald.

He c¢ritielsed the
“couldn’t care less" atti-
tude and “extreme
nﬁlaftemnee;a" of one of two
AIrlines 4]
and the N{:—rthw
tory which caried baliot
hoxes and election ma-
terial,

He said the service from
uétl! airline was ‘“deplor-
able.”

He said that the elee-
tion had been conducted
only on “broad guidelines”

and that rules and defini-
tlons were * cuous
by their absence,”

He urged that Bﬁnﬂm
begin now for nexi
election for the NACC due
next year. .

The NACC agreed tol
gel up a sub-committee to
co-operate with Mr Burke
ﬁl organising future elec-

ons. " |

Mr Burke mﬁu@uﬂf
three-man “identification |

tribunals"” to determine if
le wanting to vote in

g elections were eligible
“If rolls ~are com-
ed tﬁmt ig'rr?ulid" be =
arge reduc n*expen-
diture, time and effort, he

said.

“Tt would also meet with
the a,mi-mml of those ab-
origina W&eap‘.le who de-
sire to at NACC elec-
tions but who, for private
and personal reasons, do

not wish to have
on an

recom-
mended that candidates in |
future - NACC  elections
should be given money to
help them in their cam-

paigning.

"Gaﬁi’datﬁs in large
electorates I felt were at
a preat disadvantage be-
cause of the area it was
necessary to travel to

vas votes,




