A BOLD, BLACK

Canberra talks plant

seeds of success

From TONY HILL

CANBERRA. — Given the explosive nature of aboriginal
politics over the past couple of months, there was every
possibility that the National Aboriginal Consultative Com-
mittee would have fallen apart by the time its third
meeting finished in Canberra on Friday. It did not do so.

Indeed, . there are
even some hopeful in-
dications that the NACC
— this brave experi-
metttdn aboriginal par-

ticipafion — planted
the seeds of some last-
ing BUCCESS,

There iz always the
chanee of future confliok
with the Government
over it draft constitu-
thon., 1

But it d5 significant
that the MNAGO, while it
agt‘ud “In  principle”
with the amended consti-
tution, avoided  voling
this week to force g show-
down, and further meet-

ines  will held  with
1il1|3 !Mh:'LL#E;' for hnl.?ruuna
glna airs, gBenator
Cavanagh. ""];'EF T

There are two reasons
for helief that the NACC

has some prospeclt of
sUCCess.
In ithe fArst place,; &

fairly huall:hir respedl for
pach other bhas cmerged
fram the confrontation
Iast month helween Sena-
tor Cavanagh, and the 41
elected members of the
NACO.

And in retrospect, the

[Est. 1904)

tough line adopted by
Eenator Cavanagh, when
he threatened to with-
hold delegates' salaries
in the dispute over the
Tuture role of the MACC,
can be zeén to have had

some advantages on both
sides.

It is a point taken by
Senator Cavanagzh  him-
gelf: “Possibly as a result
of previous confronta-
tion, we both realise we
have a common aim In
the progress and fme-
provement of the aborigi-
nals,”™ he said.

With such unity of
zﬁ&q we must be in
r ement.”

For the NACC, this has
meant that the abori-
ginals are no longer de-
manding Senator Cava-
nagh's immediate resig-

nation, and they feel he

is now meore prepared fo
ijhﬂn 4o them and talk 11-._&.
1.

One delegate, Known as
something of & militant,
sald privately d@nd with
some  AsLoni

week, that it was
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“different Cavenagh®
from the one he previous-
Iy knew at the confer-
ence table.

And the NACC's most
vocal  spokesman, Mr
Bruce MceGuinness, from
Victoria, admitted that he
no longer believed Sena-
tor _E'n.'.lnnagh was ‘lemor-
ant” on aboriginal affairs,
that ,he had a “betfer in-
sight™ into  aboriginals,
and that some of his
ﬁtrﬂj:fmmh on ahﬂrigmtlr.i

king were now “al-
most acceptable” A

Senator Cavanagh has

Elbﬂmtr made Eﬂllbldﬁr"
CONGEES: i
NAGC, e

He =ald he was not
opposed to the NACC
controlling the  expendi-
ture of its own $1.5 mil-
lion annual budget.

\He has raised no opposi-
n 1o the proposal to
change the body’s name

. to the National Aborizinal

ess, or to the state-
of power, contained
in s draft constitution,
which claims a far wider
role for the NACC than a

shment this  mere advisory capacity.
e

" Certainly he regards
%ﬁ:r];" mi"ﬁ' a5 *‘aspim&
A is stage. an
he has polnted to soma
serious defects in the pre-
sent moves. to sel Up an
EE!‘IE[EH:EE . of m'n?
| re? — a8 proposa
which he belleves eould
lead the 41 delegates to
sign thelr power away to
& junta™,

The NACC has zecept-
ed some of Cavanagh's
arguments (although they
say they will not be *dic-
tated to") and hawye
agreed  in principle to
some amendments,

For example, the coun-
cll of ministers iz kely

o be increased from nine

Mr MoGGuinness

to. 11 members, cheques
will have to be signed by
three: members of the
MNACC, instead of only
one and some other safe-
gua.t‘é:lss have been  DIros
sed,
 That this is s0 is a slgn
of the second important
development: at  this
week’s MACC conference.

Despite the obvious dif=
ficulties of comprehension
by some of the tribal
delezates, and afler the
apening  bormbast,  the
NACCO = beglnning  to
grapple with  the com-
plexities of working
within a polilical frame-
work.

Az oa result, the state=
meits in the public ses-
sion this week have heen
slenificantly moderate In
tone and . concéiliatory in
thelr implications,

And the recommenda-
tions put’ forward by the
nine  sub-committess to
the minister haye Tor the
most palrt been well re-
ceived =8 modest: and
achievabla smbitions.

They were proposels, for
example. that newspapers
and radios should publish
one aboriginal word a
day; that an aboriginal
pn - Operative building
society  be  established.
that socia] workers should
be anppointed at  all
gboriginall misslons and
gettlenments, ‘and that
rescarch program be held
inta the sffects of alcohol
o shoriginal society,

Recommendations call-

EXPERIMENT

Sen. Cavanagh

ing for full compensation
in both rural and clty
areas for loss of land
rights will probably ba
seen a8 largely rhetorical,
and 20 will the resolution
ealling for a national abo-
riginal congress cultural

centre and headquarters
unl Canberra's Capitol
Hill.

Al the same lime;, how=
ever, Hrsnallnr {'!a?at.;m;:h
will probably aEree =
tum&md to Cabinet that
a secrelariat be set up to
service the NACC, though
perhaps not with quoite
the elaborate bureavoratic
structure envisaged by the
delegales,

Yet he has agreed that
the 41 delegates should
have office space In their
electorates, with some
part-time staff, and he
will press for a better deal
from Treasury to help the
delegates buy Lransport.

These have been gent-
ine and pressing com-
plaints with the NACC,
and thelr resolution will
ease s&m& of tﬂte ten-
slons Eween £ move-
ment and the Labor Gov=
erniment.

Bul for most ohservers,
the maost heartening de-
velopment this week was
the fact that more of the
41 members of the NACC
are now beginning to play
some part in the discus-
sions of the conferenoe.
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