Gavanagh

hits at
Aboriginal
council

CANBERRA — The Aboriginal
Affairs Minister (Senator Cavanagh)
last night blamed a power-fight
among urban Aboriginals for his
showdown with the National Abori-

ginal Congress.

He accused those

involved in the

fight of using the body to further their

own interesis.

The dispute with Senator
Cavanagh arose after the
National Aboriginal Con-
sultative Committee last
week changed its name 1o
the Mational Aboriginal
Congress.

It also changed its func-
tion from that of an advis-
ory body to one involving
a much more direct say in
the handlingof Aboriginal
affairs.

On Friday night Senator
Cavanagh said that he

would stop the payment of

salaries to the 41 . mem-
ber body.

This was because he on-
ly had authority from Cab-
inet to pay a body known
as the National Aboriginal
Consultative Committee,
not one known as the Na-
tiona] Aboriginal Congress.

The members receive
$6000 each a year plus al-
lowances. .

Last night Senator Cav-
anagh said from his Adel-
aide home that he believ-
ed the pay would stop from
last Friday,

Body’s function

to advise

However, he has ordered
hiz department to check to-
day with Treasury officials
on the position.

“T would say their pay
stopped last Friday as a re-
cult of their now changed
position,” he said. :

Senator Cavanagh  said
the urban Aboriginals had
used the MN.A.C.C. in their
power - fight.

It was not the body's
function to tell the Minis-
ter what to do but to ad-
vise him.

“If I can persuade them
to give this away we will
get on all right,” he said.’

“They have got a false
idea that popularity comes
from condemning the min-
ister, the department and
the Government,

“But that’s not the case
judging by the information
[ have got this weekend.”

Senator Cavanagh Ssaid
he had received phone calls
from' several members of
the congress over the week-
end supporting his stand.

‘Congress will

not continue’

He had = also received
calls giving support from
Aboriginal organisations.

He accused the bodv of
never having fulfilled its
role of an advisory com-
miltee,

“On no occasion have
they given any advice to
the minister at all” Send
ator Cavanagh said.

He added: “The congress
will nat continue on in 1S
present role,

“H jt iz prepared to
agree to become a consul-
tative committee, then 1
::m::ur got authority to pay
3

The chairman
congsess - (Mr Bruce Me-
Guinness) said at the
weeckend that he wanted

of the

| to arrange an early meet-

ing with Senator Cavanagh
to discuss the matter.

Mr McGuinness will - fly
to. Canberra today for dis-
cussions with the Abor-
iginal Affairs Department.



