CAHBEIIRA. — The Abo-
riginal Affairs Minister,
Senator Cavanagh, yes-
terday called for one of
his senior public servants
fo be charged with o
breach of the Public Ser-
vice Act.

Senator Cavanagh said
Mr Charles Perkins, a
$17,000-a-year assistant
secretary, had breached
the Act by criticising Sen-
ator 'Cavanagh and an-
other minister.

The Permanént head of
Aboriginal  Affairs, Mr

lack critic rapped

BREACHED ACT—MINISTER

Barry Dexter, has asked
Mr Perkins, an Aboriginal,
to explain his statements.

Mr Dexter is disturbed
that Senator Cavanagh
judged Mr  Perkins
“guilty” without first in-
quiring into the facts.

Under the Public Ser-
vice Act only the perman-
ent head,- and not minis-
ters, can charge a public
servant with an offence.

Mr Perkins is in trouble
for saying  Benator

Cavanagh was accepting
“the white backlash” in
cutting spending on Abor-
iginals.

Mr Perkins also said the
Minister for the Northern
Territory, Dr Patterson,
was conservative and in-
fluenced by “white
racists”.

Dr Patterson had earlier
predicted serious black

and white violence in the

Territory and blamed al-
cohol and “stirrers from

the south” for causing the
trouble.

Yesterday Mr
would not retract
sharp crificism. 4

He said he would con-
tinue to criticise ministers
when he felt it necessary.

- “Ministers are not god,”
he sald.

“They should he subject
to criticism from  some
quarters, 5

“Open goveérnment
means people being able

Perkins
his
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to speak out on vital is-
sues and that’s what I'm
doing.”

If he is found guilty Mr
Perkins faces possible dis-
missal but it is more like=-
ly he would be Tepri-
manded, IN BRISBANE
yesterday, Aboriginal Lib-
eral Senator Bonner
sald Mr Perking should be
censured, but not ‘d
missed, for his “breac
public service regulation
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