ABORIGINAL
CONGRESS

“USED”

CANBERRA. — The Aboriginal Affairs
Minister (Senator Cavanagh) last night

blamed a

power - fight

among wurban

-aborigines for his showdown ‘' with the
National Aboriginal Congress. T il

He accused those in-
volved in the fight of us-
ing the body to further
their own interests.

The dispute with Sena-
tor Cavanagh arose after
the National Aboriginal
Consultative Commitiee
last week changed their
name fto the National
Aboriginal Congress.

They also changed
their function from that
of an advisory body to
one involving a more di-
rect say in handling
aboriginal affairs.

Stop payment

On Friday night Sena-
tor Cavanagh said he
would stop ment  of
salaries to the 41-mem-
ber body.

This was because he
only had authority from
Cabinet to pay a body
known as e National
Aboriginal Consultative
Committee, not one
known as the National
Aboriginal Congress.

The members received
&0 earh a vear nlus al- 3

- Cavanagh said from his

Adelaide ‘home th
believed the e

ay woul
- stn}?ﬂfrum last Hﬂ&m 4

wever, he has .-or-
dered his departm?ntnin
check' today with Trea-

. sury offici -
. tm!;{ als on the posi

Senator Cavanagh said
it was not the bodv's

. function to tell the Min-
ister what to do, but to |

advise him.
¢ S can p_grsua:le

~them to give this away

we will get on e
R %jii E all right,

. "They have got a false
ldea that po ularity
comes {rom condemning
the Minister, the Depart-
ment and the Govern-
ment. But that’s not the

case judging by the in-
formation I have got this
weekend.”

Senator Cavanagh said
he had received phone
calls from several mem-
bers of the Congress over

the weekend suppo
his stand. vparvne
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He accused the body of
never having fulfilled its
role of an advisory com-
mittee.

“On no occasion have
the:,ifw‘en any advice to
the Minister at all,” Sen-
ator Cavanagh said.

He added: “The Con-
gress will not eontinue in
its present. role.

“If it is prepared to
agree to become a con-
sultative committee, then
;t have authority to pay
1 .‘ll

The Congress chair-
man (Mr. Bruce
McGuinness) sald he
wanted to arrange an
early meeting with Sena-
tor Cavanagh to discuss
the matter.

Mr. McGuinness will fly
to Canberra today for
discusslions with the
Aboriginal Affairs De-
partment,



