Eartha back

Eartha Kitt.

Australia’s: “Aboriginal rights
campaigners have found a new
champion: — American singer-
actress Eartha Kitt.

_The husky-voiced negress ar-
rived in ‘Melbourne yesterday
after spending three days inspec-
ting “terrible™ black housing con-
ditions around Perth.

She settled herself on a lounge
at Tullamarine and spoke for an
hour on the plight of Aborigines,
their frustrations and what should
be done.

It was an older, more thought-
ful and more philosophical Eartha
than the alluring pussy-cat of
previous visits, the woman Orson
Welles once defcribed as “the
most exciting in the world.”
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1,ﬂckwnud's I The Aboriginal, she
oke of a house in Perth where
15 Aborigines live,

' “These are homes that have
been condemned. They are very
squalid, The conditions are very
very bad. It's a shame to see”
she said.

. “These - fringe' dwellers are
fighting desperately to adjust, to
SUrvive,

4 “They don't know exactly how

iﬁ cope with the white man’s
ociety.

1 "The ‘whites expect them to
alk into productive society with-
ut proper help and training.

“I' really don’t think the white
ustralians know enough of the
thuriginﬂs' nroblems:"

Miss Kitt was taken on a three-
day tour around Perth and Fre-
mantle by the chairman of the
National Aborigines Consultative
Committee (Mr. Eddie Bennett).

She said' the Aborigines in
need could not be heard: “T sup-
pose that's why they called me.

“The Aborigines, I think, are
like little babies. They don't un-
derstand the society they are
forced to adapt to.

“They don't understand the
white law, and their own tribal
laws are not recognised.”

“I am one of them. A black
American.”

Miss Kitt said she felt an asso-
ciation with. poor Aborigines be-
cause she came from a poor
family of cotton pickers in the
south.



