Aboriginal
body called

apartheid

A NATIONAL consultative aboriginal body which the Fed-
eral Government is setting up w as called apartheid by Senator
Bonner yesterday.

The organisation, to be called the National Aboriginal Congress, will
have only aboriginal members.

They will be elected by
aborigines, and an elec-
toral roll of aborigines In
each State iz being com-

*Ta ma, wfn apartheld
if only aborigines are R0-
ing to be allowed to be
candidates and voters”
sald Senator Bonner.

“] wani to see 'llé“;.;
gines elected to positio
of responsibllity, but
where theyre dealing
with all sectlons of the
community and not just
their own race.”

He =ald there Was a

danger that the proposal
wﬂﬂﬁ {splate aborigines
from the rest of the Aus-

tralian community,
Consult
“There's & need for
conaultation -aen aborigin-
al affalrs, ax all other
areas,’’ he said.

“But wherg” you have
an electorate with oniy
aborigines -, it. “ghis
takes them out of the po-
litice! arens :

“They'd have |ess pow-
&r ﬂliirﬂ*Phﬂw hecatse
they'd tent to relateonly
to aboriginal affairs in-
stepd of Eﬂng part of the
whole community.”

. Under the scheme, all
States are being spliit up
into “aboriginal™ elec-
torates,

Queensland, Northern
Territory, New BSouth
Wales and Westarn Aus-
tralia will each have six
aof them, South Australia
five, and Victoria four.

Full-time

The new body's head-
quarters will be In Can-
berra,

It will pave & full=-time
president, and all elected
members will receive
salary and exXpenses,

Eighieen - year - olds
and over will be ahle Lo
vote in Lhe election.

Initia]l plans were that
this would be held In
Sentember,

Senator Bonner sald he

wotld not be one of the
candldates,

He would not be able
to/ give sulficient time (o
the job, and in any case
he was not happy about
fhe scheme,

He sald it was & [re-
mendously expensive way
of obtaining aboriginal
advice for the Aboriginal
Affalirs Minister (Mr.
Eryvant).

People first had to be
emploved to go around

and enrol aborigines en-
titled to vote.

*T dom't know how

returned from each elec-
torate.” he zaid. ;

“But. if the plan is for
two from each we could
have 72 people fully em-
ployed Just to be con-
sultants-to Mr, Bryant.

A ecanference t_':nnu'ened
by Mr, Bryant in Can-
berra to discoss the role
and structure of the Na-
tional Aboriginal Con-
gultative Commities car-
ried a motion that the
Fedeéral Governmant
should legizlate to allow
aborigines in their re-
speotive Biates to  elact
at least two representia-
tives to the Federal Par-
Hament.

Zenator Bonner sald he
wasn't completely In
ent with this mo-
tlnn. But it would be far
more elffective than the
aboriginal
such a scheme was in-
troduced.

He thought Mr. Bryant
was setting up the ocon-
gress as & means of turn-
ing the gsborigines
their idea of having their
own representatives in
the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate.

He also thought some
aborigines had mistaken
ideas about the powers
the congress would have.
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.MA; shows how the country will be divided into electorates for the

»proposed National Aboriginal Consultative Committee,



