Angry claims
by aborigines

CANBERRA.— Nine aboriginal leaders yesterday declared
angrily that the Prime Minister (Mr. Whitlam) and the
new Aboriginal Affairs Minister (Senator Cavanagh) had
given aborigines “the brush-off.”

They said the aboriginal movement would have to do “something
more effective than sheer demonstrations”.

The onus would be on
the Gavernment to stop
the situation becoming
violent.

They said this after a
45-minute meeting with
Mr. Whitlam and Sena-
tor Cavanagh which

—

in turn followed Wetnes- |

day’s emotional *sit-in”
on the Parliament House
steps by aboriginal dem-
onstrators.

In a second devel-
opment yesterday,
aborigines conironted the
Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh over land
rights as they were leav-
me= Parliament after a
luncheon in‘their honour.

Chanted

. Watched closely by a
large ©police contingent
they waved placards and
chanted “land rights
now." _

However, there was no |
voilenice and when one
woman aropped a peti-
tion outlining aboriginal
claims, a constable pick-
ed it up and handed it to
the Duke,

The Duke smiled brief-
lv, but neither he sor the
Queen spoke as Mr. .
Whitlam escorted them
to theiy ear.

e

10°%i Y
| — the anniversary of the

Promise

Mr. Whitlam was re-
ported to have told them
the Labor Government
‘had done more for abori-
gines than any other
Government, and that it
was committed by
election promise,

He pledged that anti-
discrimination laws

' would be passed by Par-

liament by December 10

Declaration of Human
Rights.

Senator Cavanagh is
understood 'to have told
them there would be an
inquiry into delays in le-
gal aid for aborginies,

However, Mr, Paul Coe,

' the main spokesman for
- the group.

said after-
wards: “We have no
faith in Whitlam after
todav’'s meeting.”

*  “There is so much self-

richteous arrogarice in
the Labor Party. They
‘don’t want to listen to us

—r, If They are-prepared -

.0 listen, they don't want
o implement what we

© say,” Mr. Coe said.

“Whitlanr doesn't seém

depends on

fts -

—~ fulfil some of the prom-

ises made last year.”
“They-have shown the
same prejudice that was
in the Liberal Party un-
der Howson (& former
Minister for-Aborigines)
and MecMahon (former
Prime Minister), he said.
“They may have tripled

~ our budget but most of it

goes Into White adminis-

“tration”

Another delegate, Mr.®
Gordon. Briscoe. =aid:
“Whitlam dictated fo us.
He was not prepared to
talk about the question
of Bryant.''.

to realise the future of

-

“He is nof even pre-
pared to give us a sav in
wiem we think would be
&Lhe best man for the
job."

“It seems to me we
have to try some alterna-
tive action to force this
Labor Government to

Courier Mail 19th October 1973



