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Alfairs (Mr.

1) W

Bryant) talking with Gurindjl men at Wattie Creek,
Northern Territory, early this year,

A parliament

for blacks

r From

USTRALIAN Aborigines
are to get their own
voice — for the first

of a Mally democratic

th -
= Parliament”, L'p.-hic-h will
its first meeting in Canborra
i this u:zn:n:im 1574,
Miore fi Aborigites em=
ployed by the Commonwealth Go-
vernmem are now working
the contineng — [nom
the Torres Strait islands to Tas-
maniz, from outback Kalgooriie to
Redlern in the heart of Sydney o
enrol Aboriginal vobers,
Everyone 1B years old and over
or herselfl as an
Aborgine — and s |-:u_:¢pud as
soch by their community — IS
sligible 0 vole on polling day
which, I all poes sccording 1o
plan, will be Movember 10,
The “Black Parllamenat™ —
officially called the Mational Abo-
riginal  Consultative - Commities

— will have 41 members, Queens- |

lend will bave nine sedts, West
Australin, dhe Northern TepAtory
and MEW t coch, South Aus-
tralia foar, Victoria three and
Tasmania one

Although their salaries have not
pected members will be paid
ahowt SE000 4o STO00 = encugh
o albow them (o become full-tme
poli theina

‘The

i LfiEnal commities's
aie will be to advize the
.M:-nﬂglnﬂ A Mairs

on policy and ad-
But potentially s

s much goemier.
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MICHELLE GRATTAMN, in Canbérra

The ning of the *Abori-

m;:?-w‘ in fromt -of
| t House, Canberra,
earky, last year.

appointed soon after taking office.

Tais comrmitiee mei telce, and
organised a steering group 1o plan
the elections and a seres of State
amd regional mestings to work
ot and publicise the details,
The elections are lely Lo cost
ahoait I
The enrolling of voters which
is taking two (0 three wecis and
s now well under way in ail
| States, b an enormous physical
blicity exercise,
nn%wpf: de:r’nnlnlm the number
of Aboriginss eligible 1o vole 13
difficult. The last census pats
the Australian Aboriginal popula-
ton at 106,000 — neardy half of
themn over 18—hut iL I8 gmrnlll;.-
conceded that this figure ls 100

fow,

| do to enral {
o Vel oy o<

{lpns, 5o many have IiI.:H.-;;IE;;ﬂ

1'“‘ 4
=nisth jnator, Mr.
ﬂm'm. save “Eighty per

af the ¢ we have ap-
;:f‘lﬂhrd are E:ﬁ ing to go on the
roll.  Bul a few ore WATY ar
l‘r‘igi‘li!'m!ﬁ—-lhl:"'_-' are reluctan? Lo
inn anything.”
!ﬂTh: fﬂliﬂ has run inta shedr
physical In WA, ve-
hicles were Aot avallable on h:'nn
to get the enrollers gut on to the
fietd, while in western &
land amd Central .ﬁuurli.]-a. e
rollers were bogred bY heavy

raine, i
Most of the organlsing far
election has been dooe ﬁm
gines—with advice from M -
roawialth el.ert-ml_-uﬂi::u om
the electoral pundit ..-'[911:4?
Mackerras — a fact which |
isell testilies :w-lr _:.In:i_:uﬁ:?r:c

s iilit rigi
ﬁﬁm;l o :Irull.u for thelr own
.IH'HIH-. 1 :
Momination of {,Iﬂdﬂil:ﬂlw'l.l
begin in the next feme  WepkS
when the rolls have been Ccofm-

pleted. ' !
tional co-prding:
'uﬂutlgmmm:;ﬂlny, has .'alpd
keern interest from Ellllltl'llll]
candidates, especially in. ity
”t:#-:r":"ll have a ballot two miles
long in some pioces,” he SRYS.
For many of the urban radicals
the election will be & crucial test

to see to whal exient they re-
-pﬂuml grass-rools Aharighnal
Opinon.

Mr, Moriarty sees the I.'I.I!jﬂ_'!u'l
committee becoming & unilying
oree Abarigines.

: “1 l.:ur'l::ﬁll. will be one of the

"Al.u].rlﬁi!'b!i have becn split
inta tribal and non-iribel people.
The committee will bave repres
gantatives of both. The non-
tribal people will leam much
from their inbal counterparis in
regard to Aboriginal identily. And
tribal people can also learn from
urban Aborigines.”

Chicke Dixon — an sctivist in
the last wear's “Aboriginal em-
bassy” which harassed the
former Government and stirred
the comscience of Australians—
descobes the now  body a3
“fariv-one poinis of cOMMUBICE-
tion between blacks”™,

“This is the seed for some unity
we've never had, Now we'll know
what our brothers  and  disters
need n different parts of Lha
Commonwealih.

#You'll have grasa-rools rlrnl-
sénlalives instead of & few elitst
blacks = ng for all Abori-
gines'" Mr. Dixon said.

Under fiz provisional constitu-
tion, the Consaltative Commitics,
which will be hacked by & secre-
tariat, must meet at least bwice
& year in full conference

Mr Bryant envisages Lhat a3
imdivichuals, the tommittes mem-
bers will “perform the sam# sorl
of rodes as Federnl parlismentars
ans do for their coRstitoents —
the ombudsman role"”

Thay will act as mediator bes
iween Uha COmmLRELY
and Government and bureucracy,
making representations, handling
complaints — a gencral =expedi-
tor™ role.

“They will h¢1||:rt gel Lhe System
running better for Aborigines,”
Mr. Bryant said.

“Collectively, 1 s=e the commli-
fee as a very imporiant part of
the deciskon-making role, In tha
end I hope they will be part of
& statutery authority b hamndla
Aboriginal affairs. But thal's in
the long term — it would take
&t least threc or four years

“However, 1 would hope that
we could hand ‘over housing and
similar programmes to them be-
fore 1o long.™

One of the “too hand™ gQuess
tiond which Mr. Bryvant throwa

to the newly slected y will ba
whether they want eventual
direct represepilation in  the
Federal Parliament fn - “black

eleciorates”. This is the system
which the Maor people have used
with fuccess B New Tealand

=If they dn, ks thelr job to
persuade. the Parlament that
direct Aboriginal representation
would be a pgong thimg™ Mr,
Bryant save,

if the commities lives up to its
polential, its advice could be hard
o ignore,
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