~Television uses Abori-

ginals only when the
t calls for black

they have.

It is generaﬂy agreed
that the media would
benefit from a more rep-

resenta.tmg injection of

*blagics into itsranks,

In oﬁ”\”vbrds, isn't it
time to give the black
tracker a holiday and
think -about employing
more Aboriginals in non
type-cast roles? :

e argument

that

Aboriginals
attracted to
television is
brought for-
producers  and

Black,

) Ronald Jack-

in the
ABC’s A Taste For Blue
Ribbons (ABV-2, 6.25°
p.m. Sundays).

Ronald plays a stable

hand and horse lover.
Generally the actors
obtain piece work and

_ drift from acting into

other occupations.
" _Ronald’s role, and

.ﬁat of Bob Maza's as
the law clerk in Bellbird
before him have been

the only two not type-
cast in recent years.

The only recent role
of any substance (not
exactly typecast), offer-
ed was that of half-caste
Aboriginal detective Na-

- poleon Bonaparte — the

character in Arthur Up-
field’s novels.

That was given to a

art-Maori who had to.

e made up for the part.

Fauna Productions, '

who made the series,
screened by HSV-7, say
they did not -even con-
sider an Aboriginal for
the part. &

S as she will bé seen in Basicolly
-hour comedy show featuring members
of W; National Black T‘:ea‘l're. AEV-Z has shl!E ~ Bob
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: search was not long.

to suggest suitable

m

JENNIFER BERRY REPORTS ON THE|
LIMITED OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ABORIGINALS I_N TV AND RADIO__

‘:Ir

producer 4

Executive
Lee Robinson, said .it
was about time- the

myth of brilliant Abori-
ginal actors waiting to j
he discovered was
posed, “Why, 80
cent. of them can’t ev
read dialogue,” he said.

According to Mr.
Robinson a wide search
was made of available
half-caste actors in Aus-
tralia.

“James Laurensen

was chosen for the part
in Boney because he is

m Victoria.
ine

ere are some
New South Wales, but
those who applied in
Victonia failed to pass
the educational entrance
test. = 5 :

*Of course we use
-many Aborigines in our
series but they appear
as black fellas — type-

the best half-caste-actor _ca#t- roles,” Mr.. Craw-v'
in th;f{ wgrld \XE never gord said.
considered an Aborigin-

~al for the part OX% Type-casting blacks in
there are no tracker and primitive
caste actors ethat I know roles was e of
°‘ e Sa‘d ﬁ the racial prejudice in

ms, actim, Mmieagu

dmector of the Mel-
bourne Black Theatre Mr. Murray.
Company;  Nindethana

“Blacks are never de—
picted as ordinary |
people. We are not all

native trackers sm

and the administrator of
the Aboriginal Advance-
ment League, Mr.
Stewart Murray, say the

" Both claim they were

- reatest
not contacted and asked catio et g

hurdle blacks have to
master.
With eight children —
! two at tertiary level —
he appreciates the need '
to give his children a .

actors to audition fory
‘the part. !

e of |

“good start in life.”

| “That’s the barrier

| they all face — in any

~ profession. I'm making

| sure mine have good

| grounding because I'm
living ou onal

e ians 4
| parts not iypwm BE
« the losers.

“We don't mtend to

the television, radio and
acting world to give us
parts. We are going to

@eate our own,” he
saad ‘We don't have - ﬁﬂi .grant al-
any regular Aboriginal ' ready
actors, other than Rob-- Wthe
ald Jackson in A Taste ~Gove
for Blue Rlbbo:;s,t in thi? :

£ aren M
stk et e MO o

not expect to hear from
until

Why no black police— Gover t
man in eur cops . {;‘éms yegf'u%
robbers shows?

[ Id-: ﬂse this
e s R We  wau

! pany,

- was calle Tm'fi’) )
!g;ﬁ& :

1 sit around and wait for |

Mr.
whose Bert ]
are well

Williams,
and Bindi
known Aborxgma]
actors, is optimistic
about the future for
would-be black actors.
“I don’t think edu-
cation counts. If you are

ﬁfiﬂmned, with talent
‘and wor m you will

ZS are even more

" disillusioning.
‘With the exception of

two radio programmes
by the ABC
heard on the axr—waves
about blacks

The only relit

ten and

little is |




