Tent embassy is up

CANBERRA. — Police pulled down
a third aboriginal tent “embassy"”

yesterday.

There was no violence. Demonstrators
chanted claims for abaoriginal land rights as
the tent was hauled away.

Wlore than 3500 dewmion-
Slrators took part in the
profest on L lawns op-
posite Parlamont House,

Sixnly A C'L police Jined
tha front of the House
and about 200 other police

and ¢ w o  ambulances
wailed behind the bujld-
ing.

The  “embassy”™ socroa-

tary, Mrs Pat Eatock, lad
sald last week that the
“embassy™ would be re-
established or Australia
“wonuld have ils own
Sharpeville

The slage seemed set [or
a brawl similar (o the
clash when the police first
pulled the “embassy"”
down on July 20 after the
Government ofdered the
lents to be removed,

There was fighting, Loo,
when demonstrators put
up a tent and police pull-
e 1 down on July 23,

Yesterday, the rallvy or-
ganisers told the demon-
strators Lo avoid wviolence
and only retaliate if the
police cmnzed trouble,

The organisers searched
the demonstrators for
WEAPONS before they
staried marching 1o the
Haouse from the Australian
National University,

The marchers arrived
at Parliament House at
1220 pm, and five min-
ukes later put up & single
tent,

Police waited until 330
nm. before xix af them
moved in and pulled the
tent dowmn,

By then, many demon-
strators had returmed to
the university on  their
Ieaders' orders, leaving

Lhe “cmbazsy™ manned by
six aboriginals.

The officer in charge of
police al the demonstra-

tion, Ingp. W. J. Osborne, .

gaid laler the police had
not wanied to provoeke Lhe
demansiralors,
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“We felft that if we zave o

them Lhe apportanity,
they would comply with
tiwe law.” he said.

Black Power leader Mr
Dennis Walker said: "We

consdier we have zob &
victory here loday”
Police

baited

Il not a vietory, the de-
monstrators — who in-
cluded aborizinal  men,

womett and children from
all over Australia, Lrade
undenizts and students —
seored the last laugh.

They focled the police
into thinking the “em-
bassy"” was going to he
re-established again with-
in seconds of the tent's
removal, ;

The zix aboriginal “em-
bazsy™ stafl held a large
piece of canvas  above
their heads. and hung out
the sign “Aboriginal Em-
bassy.”™

The police, their vision
ohscured hy demonstra-
tors milling around Lhe
aboriginals  holdin Lhe
canvas, pushed their way
through the ecrowd only
o be melt by Jeering and
¥Viaughter when they con-
fronted (he' ‘group.
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