Boks upset Evonne over
‘white badge

AUSTRALIA'S tennis
queen Evonne Goolagong
may pull out of a top

tournament being played in
South Africa next week.

The 20-vear-old Wimbledon star
revealed this last night after a
ruling in Johannesburg that
all players in the Women's
Federation Cup must wear
®honorary white” badges,

Evonne has been told that unless
she wears the badge she would be
treated “lke other coloreds” in the
country.

Her manager and mentor Vie Ed-
wards said angrily last night:

"I'm not saving we won't zo to South
Afriex, butl I am saving we will not go
nder the terms they are stipulating.”

AND: “Evonne will not wear any
white badges.”

Edwards and Evonne were speaking
in Dallas, Texas, on the eve of the

$30.000 Maureen Connolly Bringer In-
ternational tournament.

Sun correspondent LANA WELLS
savs the news came as a blow to
Evonne who had earlier received at a
cocktail party the Babe Didrikson
Zaharias award for the woman athlete
of the wear,

‘Not surprised’

She and her coach sat alone In the
swank T-Bar-A Racquet Club as the
other starz, including America’s EBillie
Jean King, enjoved themselves,

Evonne said sadly: “I was really
looking forward to going to South
Afriea. But I'm not surprizsed at what
has happened. 1 more or less expected
it."”

Ot her

plavers will include black

Americon Bonny  Logam and teams

from Japan and Taiwan.

Edwards said that Evonne already
had “white status™ in South ATrica.

But he sald that before any definite
plans were made they ,would await
the decislon of the Lawn Tennis As-
sociatlon of Australia on the “white”
ruling.

Iu MFLBEOURNE the association’s
president, Mr Wavne Reid, sald last
nighl that he had sent a cable to
tennds offleials in South Afriea asking
them to confirm the report,

In CANBERRA, an official at the
South  African Embassy  said  the
ruling was “mnol a question of coloe™

“It Is just that they are officlial
guests and should be identified oy
such.” e said.

“We'd llke them to go everyvwhere
without troghle
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