Aborigines standing
firm at ‘embassy’
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At the “embassy™ yesterday: John Nemﬁmg, "Fkﬂa ‘Marshall, and her
hushand, Brime

From
LENORE NICKLIN
CANHERRA, Mlon-

doy.—The sleeping bags
were airing 1n the sun,
the blankets were being
taken to the lnundry and
the usunl fpurists were
taking the wsual pholos,

It was bisiness as usual

at the “Aboriginal embag--

sy", the shanly 1own
ncrosy  the foad  from
r Parlinment Houss,

Mot that there was

much activity. Fnur of the
ning “embassy’’ members
bad pone 1o work.

Six tents still stand, the
Aborignal ﬂng and the
red, g'f::n and bluck tnter-
natiotial Black Unity flug
still fly, but the numbers

hove changed and
dwindled,

The Quukers nn longer
deliver breakfiost.

The green gruss of sum-
mer has turmed (o brown
ard Pembassy-latd™ 5 oot
s plclucesgue by il wied e

[

Garbape and emplies
munside the kitchen tent
awatt removal, The post-
min cnlls b the garbage
collector does mok.

The days of the thres-
und-a-half-month-old “em-
bassy” may be numibered

Lust week, the Minie s
for the Intecior, Mr Hunt,
proposed o new ordinance

muking it om offence o
camp on unleised Com-
manweilth land = Can-
berra

The chonge of law
wenld  apply o argia

pround Parliament House,
ko said.

The Aboripoes have no
intentioa of lolding iheir

“If they do try to ai? '
¥

rid of us it will prob

be early on a Sunday
marning when the press in
not prownd,” he sd,

“But I dom't think they
will try vo; Bt would be foo
polltically dangerouws, Why
not wait wnnl affer the
electmnz?" ;

If the Government does
Iry 10 ewict them, he says,

rolesis can be organised
Fn;u telephone n Sydmey
and Melbourmne.

D J. F. Cairns ond 25
other Labour MPs  and
senptors huve pledged to
pm!ﬁ.‘;’r_ them — physcally

i necessary.

Mr MNewfong, n striking
figure in & cloak made ot
of a bright checked hlan-
ket, has replaced the ofizi-
n.1f “high ¢commissioner.
aMr Michagl Anderson, 20,
who with Mr Hilly Cringle,
19 pmd Mr Kevin John-
zton, 21, estaplished the
camp o Ausralia Doy,
this vear,

There hax keen plenly
of in-fighung and Mr An-
ionger a

Pt ok el

y other “um!:-mr"“

e onlnp o survive  the
ot Spx winter - and we

mt it is cohd|
Iﬁe hut gines ot o

Titles el m-“*‘h ‘"L
comminioner™
“minister for
e longer used
e gy -ll'hl L|FIr |-|.|.
(patert e sericosness ol the

. ﬂl'lt

profest,”™  Mr o Mewiong
sl
H: le
o qn 1 |
hﬂ.. wing 'I'II
Hor

continties 1o embarrass (he
Government I
A good Jeal of his time)
soEirid L b Apenl giving |
interviews o French,
English, {Canadien and
Amencan journafsis.

A lapancse 1=Ihﬁmn'|
crew  has st completed
an houer-iong documeniary.

Latters regularly arrive
froom Flack Admeilce wnd )
Black Africa, Gilta have)
included  Polynesia  car.
vings and a fly swat from
Kenvi.

Mr Mewfong inlks of
the posability of pre-
fabmcated wowwlen  huts
replocing the tents and of

lans {or a corrohoree on
uly 4 —  Mutional
Aboriginal Day as well a3
Bastiile Doy,

“If people think thiv as)
ap evesore, well il o the

way it i on Govermnent
spli|ements. o

“The plage i5s beginning
to look dis tired as we are.
We pre all bored. We all
wizsh we ware n  othe

laces doing other things.
ut we know we have toj
stay  here until we  get
whnt we want,

"S.u far we've only hod)
promises. We want to see)
Ehﬂl ‘happens afier  the

p gk ug how are

reserve not far from here
live under corrugated jron
m waorse conditiony—and
nobody Prings them blane
kets and ot cofles”

Mr Mewiong says that
CoanberTas  alfilude  to-
wards the “Embassy” hos
heet mostly one of pood-
will.

“There 5 the offensive
small minority whe drive
pail shouling  themps  like
"eel Back fo vour fingone
of "Go home, you bosngs
but we jusl =hool bazk
"We're hiyne, bBaby, voo go
horme”” .

foust  week, & grodér
told them that ol they
were T was o Dandaui.

Wpver  sbow with  the
reivinder,  Mr  Newfong
sad: “Dron’t telk o ws
ahout handowis,  You lot
get more thaa 5400 million
a vear; we only get $id
malllon.” )

bMr Hunt hod the finz]
word {or the dav oa the
future of the “Embassy.”

He said the Govermimant
world priczed  Ino iftra-
duce an
anne andg
inftwencod  hy
u.llnrlm;, aof  the
],'Il'.l!l.-n.l..“'l

"“The

st op the ordin-
wonfd  mot ke
the prand.
Labor

ernment 3t
pratected
d fr g



