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The grassroots

By ROBERT
MILLIKEN in
Canberra

““THIS PIECE of land wa:
vacant and 1 liked the look
of iL" In the succinet words
of Michael Anderson, nged
20, that is how Canberra
came 10 get ity it " Embas-
™ for Abonpgines.

Mr Andéemon i ihe sell-
proclamed leader of 15 young
Swdney Aborigines camped [or
e than twin weeks on whial
i probably the choicel pitce
o land in Ausiraba-—the gieen
lawny opposite  Parliament
Hioase  staeld.

Their protest —against the
Federal Governmesls DHos-
recognition of traditional ne-
tive fand nights — ix the first
of itz kind In Canberra by
Aborigines nnd  undoubledly
signaly  the emergence - of
Auitrafia’s black minority as
their own preaure Erocp.

They have wowsd to atay ef-
cimi'rm! m-LIIEIIrIiH:!j-, oF unal

they safufe A guaranioe ol
{iovermment actica  on  (he
e

The prolesi B chearly Caus-
ing embarruuement 10 the
Federal CGovernment bacaine
of both its duration and e
In the past few days @ hes
grown inlo A misi-shanty (own
of 11 teals right on  the
Clovernment's doariep, L baa
been  compicuonsly: o the
vision of two visiting VIPs, In-
doneus’s Preadent  Soehario
and the US Armed Parcea
Chiel of Stafl, General 'West-
mioreland.

The Government, probably
wary of the politcal con-
sequences of a conlroniation
between police and Abonigenes,
has made no moves to disbansd
the embasy, even hough i
has power to do wo under the
loitering providony of &n Acl
ordinance. The Department of
the Interor - says only that
there 15 0o plan to invoke the
provision Tat present,"
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acrom e rond 1o pholograph
and talk 1o the AbOrigines

This weck, the Leader of the
Copcsition, Mr Whillam, held
talky with Mr Andersan and &
colleagee, Mr John Newfong,
and declared alterwards a
abar Government. would im-
medistely revere the preseni
Covernmists pobey on land
Tighils

The protesters have also re-
oelved enfly from thres olher
Pederal Labor MPe, Mp K. E
Enderby. Mr G. M. Brvani
u.n-.t Dr . . Everingham
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moat of their food and drink.

They have received <0 tple-
gremy and letters from uniba-
i, scademici and citirens
wpporiing  therr caue and
hove collected 644 signatures
on & potitbon i be presented
to Parlinment later this monath,

When I viaded the rmh;u.}',
it was 3 hive of activity., Mr
Anderson and  his colleagues
wiere in- heated arpument about
land rights with = passing Bril-
inh T

There was & hull av & well
deessed, middle-aged lady with
& eorgl -drove up and carried
geer her copfnbution — a
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“protest

."'lr'll.'li'.r"'l'_l' “ambasviador.”
comes  from Walgeit, NEW,
oax  curky Cblack  halr  and

always wears s black shirt. He
began an elecirical eogincering
courss af & Sydney technical
Eoliege, but han alnce been
fully devoted 1o Aboriginal
Ciuses l"i".:l.l.l‘lf : AW Ihr: need
for my peepie 10 have spokes-
ITigh

Why W he protesting? “We
ate nob happy with the Prime
Minister's  recestl  wlaflemest
offering  Aborigines  special
pilfposé  leases on our tradi-
tional lend, We want 1o own
M~ he sy

"We regard thla land [n
front of Parliament Holss s
oufy, Our pebple own no langd
In Ausiralin, not eves the fe
servis they have been pusked
on 10, If need be, | will atay
here all year™

The group is demanding that
the Chovernment grant  Abord-
gines mimeral Flghin 1o il tradi-
teonal land, provide compema-
tion for the lows of land and
recognize afl Abariginal sacred
ncten

Mr Anderson calls the Can.
berra protest the Young Aboris
ginal Movement because he
wanis it to appeal to Black

youth, withowt having over-
tonea of viplence aascigied
with  the Oueemalond-hased

Blsck Power movmement.

Over the next two weeks,
the protest will be joined by
more Aborigines [rom Sydney
wrd the Chseensland movement,
culminating in a rallv on the
lawn whes Parliament resomes
on February 22

Mr Anderson insiits the pro-
feit will remain peacefol: any
Aboriginal who pravokes vip-
lence will be divmissed from
the camp,

But he does not care 1o pre-
dict how long hin moderate
stand wll last, *1 doa’t want to
gel involved with violence =
i thin stage.” he saya

"We will submit our palicy
to the Governmenat on  land
righis, and i they don't take i€
wp we wall stay here ot they
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Bud if we down't et uhn we
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