‘Out Austrdlia,
says Sykes. ..

LONDON, Today. — Avustralian eheriginal civil rights activist Bobbi Sykes last night called
on Britain to ask the Commonwealth to expel Australia for practising racism.

In a speech to more than | Government practised hy-|

400 people at a symposium
on  Australian aboriginals,
Miss Sykes, who is in Brit-
ain on a lecture tour, said
that Australia had manag-
ed to successfully keep all
information about its black
Fem:llc within its boundar-
=

Most of the white Aus-
tralians were not even
aware of the appalling con-
ditions and problems that
Australia’s black people
suffer from, she said,

She said that Australia's
Government offices in Lon-
don did nei show any in-
formation about Austra-
lia's aboriginals.

Miss Sykes zaid that mal-
nutrition was rife among
Australian aboriginals and
this was the first problem
which should be overcome,

Black Australians should

also be educated to realise |

what was available to them
in the rest of Australig.

Miss Svkes illustrated her
talk with slides showing
conditions in Australian
aboriginal reserves amd the
recent Canberra aboriginal
embassy demonstrations.

She said Lthe Ausbralian

pocrisy in regard to its all-
white immigration policies.

“No-one is ever told Aus-
tralia has a black popula-
tion,"” she added,

“I think that Black Pow-
er in this country should be
protesting against the dis-
crimination which the Aus-

tralian Government is
levelling out.
“I think the British

people should do something

the aboriginal

about the racist treatment ]
ople are | meaning nonsense),

Abjab fan aboriginal word
in

being subjected to in Aus- | London.

tralia.
“If the Commonwealth
can expel couniries for|

practising racism, I think
the Commonwealth should
be called on by British
people to expel Australia,”
Miss Sykes said.

Miss Svkes was speaking
at & meeting organised by

aboriginal rights group,

Hobart Mercury
14th October 1972

It was held in the theatre
of the Institute of Contem-
porary Arts in London's
mall, only a mile from
Buckingham Palace.

Before she spoke, the
audience was shown films
and addressed by speakers
who outlined the develop-
ment of Australian abori-
ginals. — AAP, ~




