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The Government was
strongly criticised  yes-
terday over the removal
afl the: Aboriginal “cm-
bassy™ opposite Patlis-
ment House.

. Ihe Leader of the Oppo-
‘silion,  Mr Whitlam, said
the  Government  had
acted “forcibly and fur-
tively™ against  the “em-
bassy™, and had complerelw
disreparded ilx obligations
to Parlizment. '
The Leader of the Op-
posilion  in  the Senate,
Sepator  Murphy,  lias
| lodeed with Senate officers

noiice of a motion. for
e disallowance of 1the
amended Trespass an
| Commonwealth Lands
Ordinance. under  which
the “embassy™ was re-
moved. g

¢ He said yesterday that
[I‘_I_l'p-;-ﬁl_.‘l‘ would also move
AN Urpency. motion  Yla
have the whole jssus of the
Government's  denial  of
-‘Aboriginal rights  debatzd
folly™, .

Consider
aclion

Members of the Aboriri-
nal Jand-nighis movement,
including _Some who had
Staying at the “em-
bassy™, met legal advisers
lust night te consider 13k-
{NE. aclion against  the

ordinance,

Mr' Whitlam congrat-
Fated ‘the people whis had
"manncd  the Cembany”
snce January 26 for their
militive  and  discipline,
and: said that as a rewlt
of their ‘effort, thousands
of Auvsiraliany were now
aware that the aspirations
of a large section of the
Abariginal papulation
Could be satisfied anly by
lr‘:ﬁl;;ﬂﬂumg their right 1o

.

Mr Whitlam aid that the
Minisier for the Interior,
;Mr Hunt, had prormied
"adequzic public natice”
“of thz coming into cifect
of the ordinance, b Pac-
Wmenl had been circuny.
vented and ne puthic nor-
Fee paven,

A spolesman for Alr
Hune i vosterday, "The
Miniver IEIECls. any sug-

%ﬁlin? jh;n'._ he las nog

A

given adequate nolice and
Wwarning"”,

apeaking on  the ARC
felevision  prozram “This
Pay Tonight” List  nacin,
Mr Hunt saud thit no Ted-

. eral Government had been

more sympathetic to the
Abariginal {I.'i\rﬂ':'.\‘- CIWe
than the McMahon povers-
ment.

"I know we have mot
solved anywiiere the prob-
lems that you <would Jke
10 set us solve”, he szel

"Dra give us lime beczese
we are svnpathetic to e
Abariginal people”,

Asked if he bad any m-
grets aloul anyvtbing  con-
pected with the removal of
the “embassy™ Alr MHemt
said he rezrelled that there
was yvialence,

.He put the blame “com-
pleiely ‘on the heads of

those that siaried th= v

lence, amd they were e
demansirators™.

The demonstrators: hod
“deliberately locked ther
hands. around thal ‘oo
basgy” and ftricd to prevest
1he police from execuliag
their duly, In such gircom-
slances 1 don't think the
gq_alim: had any aliematiee

ut to do what they did”,

None of 1he arrests yes
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TENTS DOWN

ferday were In connection
with the ordinance il
This was at the specific in-
striction. of the Commis-
sioner of the ACT Police,
Mr R, A, Wilson,

His nstruction was that
preeple were 1o be allowed
v siay o demonsirile or
protest if they wished,

However, arrests  were
10 be made only il people
interfered with the police
objective el removitg the
1enis, ;

‘Regret 1he
violence® -

Under the ordinance it
is an oflence punishiable by
50 line' 1o camp on un-
leased Jand in the Can-
berra area. Any stroclures
invelved must be removed
within "a reasonable fime™
or, Liling that, can be re-
moved by the police,

In a statement
Just night, the chairman
of the Council for Abor-
iginal Alfairs, Dy H. C.
Coombs, said, “1 have no
comment lo make on the
<losing of the “embassy’.
35 a Government
decision and il is & matler
for them.

wssued!

"I regre: the violence
very niuch, The only corn.
ment L woo'd make is thas
the cliving of the ‘em-
hassy® Tias et off one
channel of protest open to
Aborigines #5d others in-
lercsied 0 thewr cause.

“But  Atoricines and
olhers have a right to pro-
lest ahout these matters
and there remain ol
avenues of protest which I
haqc they wiil contioue 1o
use'’,

The scorciary of the
ACT Tradzs and Labour
Council, Mr Ravy O'5han-
nassy, said =3t pight tha:
he found it difficult 1o
understand  how the ACT
Police  Assooiation could
remain, affiliated with 15
TLC alfier ACT Police had
recnoved thie “embassy?’,

The police aclion had
been coniriry 10 two es-
olulions adopled unani-
mously by the TEC.

The secretary  of fthe
ACT Tolice Assecialion,
Inspector  P. D. M:Con-
aghy, said he preferréd not
10" comment :nd bhe Feir
that Mz  O'Shasnassy
shocld mike his commen:s
al a Trades znd Labour

Council meoeiing.
EoAlasss whs Fexs =

Fight policemen hurt

Eight ACT police-
men were injured as
vyoung Aborigines and
their supporters violent-
Iy resisted the removzl
of the Aboriginal “em-
bassy” froin the lavas
opposite  Parliament
House.

One policeman had Bs
wrist broken, nnother had
his [finger wrenched beck
until it brole and teo
were hicked in the prom
The other four sosiaimed
cuts and broejses,

Several  dlemonstiraters
suffered nunor  injev

One was beated at Cas-
berra Moapital aler b
Loocked wnconscions, T
brother ol 3 womon
demonstrislor, who &
clined 1w have her nuese
published, <id  that  Ris
sisler had beeny treated at

Cllingee gy it

the ANU health scrvice
for culs to her buck, a
diclocated knee and n
bruise  below  her  richt
eve, He said the service
hod also tregled a0 male
demonstrator for a brinsed
shoulder.

The police were ucling
on Instructions 10 romove
the collection of lents an
the garettal  of  the
amended ordinance.

The police armved op-
posite Parliament Mouse al
aboul  10.300m,

They ejecied people in
sewerind tents belipd  the
ofie which has been desics
matvd . as The “chameory,
pirlling down  the  sirue-
pres  amd  placiopg them
amd  thewr  conmtenis | on
irailees parked neinby,

Young  Abaripmes  and
stindents whoa had Lept an
evemiecht wigl  on he
Lewns were  joiared by

35

others sumnmaned by Leie-
phone as the police maved
toward the "sharzen™
Al that me Ihore were
about 60 young peaple
crowded rrouad he tenm
ACT Police laspactor W,
Oshorne aiompled o 2d-
dress them over 2 lond
hatler, informine them of
the pazeiiin: of the ardin-
ahve, and thil the police
were reqiizsd 1o mone the
tent, but bz zroup Lep?
up a loud chant whica
drowned au; his vaie,
The Maonser for the
ACT, Mr Caderdy, 1o tlie
youlths that 152 police were
only doina T duts, Yol
thapsh 3 ooty izt duly

L L L s ;
EHERt P oadf were prree-
fed and chas sl with RS-

el
dering. polive 1 the pxzii-
ton of their duiroEnd BYL
aaglETs palde Five o]

the arsesicd weig ADORR-
e,



