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MPs in
dilemma
over
land
rights

A COMMITTEE of Federal
Ministers s trying 1o find
a faee saving formula with
which 1o announce that
the Governmenl has re-
jected  the  principle  of
land nights for Abonig:
inals.

The Prime  Minisler, Mr
MeMahon, was  expecled Lo
announce  the Cavernment's
dreeision during the last week
aof Parhmwment but did nol de
L]

A statement s now  nol
hikely before Parlinment re-
sumes al the end of Febru-
nry.

OfMNcinds of the Ofllee of
Aboriginal  Allalrs are con
vinced thal their Tight 1o get
the Government 10 recognjse
land rights bhased on the
princtple of traditional
occupaney has failed.

The Commonwealth 18 un-
hikely 1o go much [(arther
than granling righls Lo
Ahoriginals Lo use land on
reserves In the Northern
Terrlitory and Lhen oanly
when they can eslablish that
the Jland will be pul Lo
ceonomic use,

This policy was Intrnduced
by the Departmenlt of Lhe
Interior earher this year and
several applications have al-
ready heen approved [or cal-
tle stations on reserves Lo be
worked by Aboriginals.

The announcemen! of The
decislon will embarrass Mr
MeMuhon

He appeared to  favor
granting land rights  The
vase [or the Aboriginals was
stronply pressed hy the
chalrman of the Couneil for
Ahorlginal Affairs. Dr H ©
Coombs, Mr McMahon's per-
sonal adviser.

As  a coneession o Dr
(:nombs, Lhe ministerial eom-
miltee mighl agree o huy
land oulside reserves [or use
hy Ahongimals,



