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| THE ABORIGINALS have

S been ‘AmMping in  their
embassy” on the lawns op-
posite Parliament House for

| just over a2 month

It has already bee an institu-
tipn, with garden parties and

‘pppeeches, and something of & tour-

L atlraction. Mr Whitlam has not
en the only visiter of importance,
hough 1 for one have soms:
in deciding just

-precise promises he hss made on

f of a potential Labor Govern-

dment and just whal these might
mean in terms of concrete action.

Those whe sattended the recent

i conference on racism and eduveation

in Queensland brought back con-
fdcting reports, but at least my in-
formanis all agreed on some points.

Tne first is that developments
among Aboriginals are now much
faster than they were even a few
menths ago. There i a good desi
of advanced debate and a relatively
large group of vocal Aboriginals
each, in their own way, oxpressing
their interests as they szec them
and having to rely less and less on
advice and assistence from whites.

The second is that the growing
number of Aboriginals who arc
vocal are suspleions of any kind of
manjpulation - incliding manipu-

{lation by radic.ls. Many of them
1in Brishane criticlsed a nwuaber of
| rival radieal “stars” for trying o
| fashion a white man's version
| what Aboriginal

of
identity really
means, Thev thus rejected redical

| paternalism in the seme breath a:

they attacked the patéernallsm of

-t the Government.

Finglly, it seems also clear thal

_:’-nn ong can as vel 58y with any
_eonfidence thEdvEU-and-so or such- .

and-such an organisation represents
or speaks for the Aboriginals. While
there is beginning lo be a growing
solidarity agalnst whitey  1hiz &5
yel, does nol mean much Lgreemen
ammong  Ahsoginals  on anyiving
else, _

Tuey are still divided and st
vent 2 good des) of ag@ression "l
cn the white man b on [elow
Aborlginals. Of course, it Iz a guie
differont gquestion just whal these
divisions are based on, to whal £
tent (3 auy) they are fostered and
gneouraged by the Governmenc,
and how far, on the condrory, ey
are endogenuus.

On this rather crucial wsue I do
not have sufficient reliable infor-
mation to form any worthwhile
oplnien and, for the preseni, can
only suspend judgment. It is per-

worth noting that tne smill
band of Australlan radicals are elso
split into endless sects and sectiets.
"y don't just refer to the three
partles now all claiming {0 be iLhe
true Communist Party. The Trots
{Trotskyists to the uninitlated) are
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} split into at least four little groups,
1 and in Melbourne, if nowhere else,

are also deeply divided.
s T e
ke ¥ " ali.
t.r:'.ll.lhl'l_ﬁf apins F-ﬂmﬂ[nﬂd to
jois of the lefi. I've

t now how many feud-
ations Menzles finally

the Maoists

B
L
E

managed te bring logether as the
Libernl Parly of  Avsiralia, but
rather fancy it was 14 or 15,

In spite of the divisions and the
absence of & national leader, a
rumber of developments related to
Ahoriginals seem prediclable.

First, the whole issue of violence
iz hound to get increased attention,
We will have to go, on a minor
seale, through the debale which has
taken place for years now in other
advanced Industrialised sosielies

Tt 15 not hard to stute the nwjer
ssue: To what extend is vioiener Lo
be  seon as  something  invelving
physlcal  farte  and  praclized
illegatly, by ihose al the bollow ol
the socizl  pyramid  aganst he
necple on top of them™

How far, o the conleary, JQoes i
nake sense Lo think of & whole
soclal system as embodymg institiu-
tionalizsed violenee in such » way
that law and order berome Bgenis
and supporters of W7

While the key issue can be stated
thus  and stated brivily, any kind
of ratlonal discussion of it has not
even started in Ausiralin, So far we
have mostly had mere foamusgr o
Ehe mouth,

It would prohably be frue @0 Say
that most Australians cannol even
see that law and order wmight be
supporting  rather than opposing
“violepce." ‘The very way ['ve staled
opre key prebleny wouid sirike them
us nutty. To them. there can be
uhly one definition and conception
of violence -- ihal given by the
authorities.

Second, a lul o people will feel.
Lo pul it very mildly, highly un-
coanforiable  when they have 10
think openiy m terms of color. It
i, for & kind-hearted, soft-standard
progressive, nol too hard lo s&y
Litwt ocdor ix wrrelevialil.

It will be oitite o different thing
whien the very samne people gel re-
jected by hlacks Just hecause Lhey
aree white. Thwy wili e lorn oe-
vween saving thoy understand why
ihig iy huppening, even  sayuig
vsome of thetn thai they feel b
necesanry and aiso fechag thal 1 s
qurtful, unjustified irrationel and
it the sustralian conbext whese
there are fow Ahoriginals, dishsirous
irepn the angle of the very group
wirich goes in for the rejection,

Nire in this the end of it - the
pext ztop ks o feel cuilly for feel-
g resentful,  wondering whether
this & “disgulsed racizm” and being
atlerly perplexed abouwt how they
shipild feel let alone think and act

Al the morment this mazr seem s
cinor fssue. Not, 1 think tomorrow,
the whole issue of sclidarity in
terms of color will arlse In & much
wider confext, one which links the
position of Aboriginals here wilh
that of the indizcnous people of
papua Mew Guinei: You sré hound
Lo pel some New Guineans differing
sharply — 4o put it at the most

B e

conservative ieyed
with othors.

I don’t want & go oun and on
willy imaglnary seenurios and work
oul possible clasbes belween seme
Abariginals and some Woew GUin-
aans and o oon, 1L would be pasy.

Having no Gesire whalevoy 19
offer any neal and slick “soluthns”
to such exiremely complex probleims
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{ will end with whal seems Lo mr1

an uninspiring but serious jwind:
most Australians, even among the
well-read and well-educated
have nolL even started Lo think
about such issues in w theoretical
way, lot alone te work ont whal
might happen here.

The comfortebie asswngbion hhs
hernn that It's marginal; that we
tan, when it comes o the crunch, go
onn  being  ostriches or, al worst,
make it an Jssue In school debales
and newspaper oolunns

A [ot of peopin are poing fo lird
out pretty soon how long they hawn
beer; asleep. They will huave ab ex-
tromely painful awakening.
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