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CANBERRA — The Federal Govemment
isex:pectedtomnuncethatitwiﬂestab-

- a last-minute effort to prévent fur(her l
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Laﬂoleaee—when -Aberigines and their sup-
-porters try to re-establish the Aborigmal
" “embassy” on Sunday.

The Prime Minister (Mr. MtM&hon\
is understood to be under strong pressure
from the Minister for the Interior (Mr.

Hunt)tomakethegﬂtureinthenextis -
hours. '

-Eight people were ar-
rested and several injured
~ 480 "when

police tore down six-
month-old “embassy” op-
posite Parliament House.

Commonwealth police
swooped after an ordinance
had been gazetted prevent-
ing camping on unleased
Commonwealth land in the
ACT.

Last there were
18 arrests during wild
scenes when Aborigines and
their supporters unsuccess-
fully trnied to re-establish
the “embassy”.

Abarigines, trade union-
ists and students will travel
to Canberra for Sundav's
mass demonstration, which
threatens to be more vio-
lent than the other two.

The NSW Builders Lab-
orers’ Federation has an-
nounced that it will send
100 “battle-hardened”
members to Canberra to
help to re-erect the “em-
bassy”™.

. Mr. Hunt, the deputy
secretary of the Department
of the Interior (Mr. J. Bal-
lard) and the Commissioner
of the ACT. police foree
(Mr. R. Wilsan) met seven
Aborigines for two hours
on Wednesday, when the

proposai for a centre was
discussed.

Ine Department of the
Interior is anxious for some
conciliatory gesture, be-

cause it has been wunder
attack from within sections

over its handling of the
“embassy” issue.

However, the department
wants the Government to
make it clear that the centre
would provide a lobby and
place of representation for
a wide range of Aboriginal
groups—not just the “em-
bassy™ protesters.

Representatives of the
Aboriginal “embassy” sent -
a telegram to Mr. McMahon
yvesterday urging him .to in-
tervene at once to prevent
T "national black crisis in-
cluding bloodshed and pos-
sible deaths",

The telegram, signed by
Mrs. P. Eatock, Miss Bobbi
Svkes and Mrs. G. Briggs,
asked him to meet a dele-
gation of Aborigines.

It followed a refusal by
the Minister for Aborigines
{Mr. Howson) to meet a
delegation.

Mr. Howson said on Wed-
nesday he would be happy
m see a delegation after

forthcoming national
mnfen'-nce of . Abongmal
advisory counsellors  to
State and Federal Govern-
ments on August 10-11.

Mrs. Latock, secretary-
treasurer of the “embassyv”,
said later that “Mr. How-

son's arrogani refusal has
added to an alreadvy ex-
tremely critical and highly
explosive situation”.
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