Age 14th January 1972

PM to turn
down plea
for native

land rights

Fram MICHELLE GRATTAN

CANBERRA. — Aboriginal land. rights based on traditional as-
sociation will be rejected this week by the Prime Minister (Mr.

McMahon).

He is expected to make his statement on Aboriginal land
rights policy in a pamphlet to be issued on Wednesday — Aus-

tralia Day,

e ——

A fresh controversy has blown up on the
eve of the Prime Minister's announcement,

It was learned yesier-
day that the Government
is ronsidering &n apph-
cation from Nabalco Pty.
td. a forestry
to  establish =&
wood-chip  industry on
about 5000 sgquare miles
of the Gove Peninsular
in  the Arnphem Land
Aboriginal Heserve,

The Yirrkala pecple have
befote Mr, McMahon a peti-
tion that seeks pwnership
pver the land at Gove,

The Melbourne lawyer
for the Yirrkala people.
Mr. Frank Purcell, ic-
ied lmst night that violence
winald be the ultimate rg-
sult  if the Government

“parcelled sul the Armhem
Land reserve to econqmic

empires to make money
Fremm™.
He said; “A liceoce n

tul timber would pul effec.
tive comirdl uf the land in
the hands of those Indding
ihe licence. 3

“The Governmeni's pilicy
i= & hark-hack 1w the days
ol slavery, The Covern-
ment s pushing ihese
Ahorigines oul of any silua-
linm of bargairing power.”

The Yirrkala Aborigines'
reactions to the Nabalco
proposal would be one wof
“immensa ANger'.

He gaid: “They fecl the
anger of any property
awTier whi sees a siranger
coming in and taking his
property away. This land
is their church as well as
their haome.

The Aburigines should he
allowed (o bargain  with
Mabalca won s  hasis  of
rotiality =— &g proprietars
of the kand,

in & submissinn tn he
[Federal Government, Mahal-
et has offered the Aboria-
nal crommunilty & ten per
crpl equily in the develap-

v

of Gove

ment of the wood-chip in-
dustry and representation
on the board of & new com-
pariy that would develop
the mnterprise would
the enterprise. The Aba-
rigines wuuld pay for their
share oul of dividends.

Mabalciy, which belongs
o the Gove Juint Yeniure
Company -— 70 per cenl
Swiss-owner — aL present
has & bauxiie mining ven-
tureg on 200 square miles
Peninsula. The
mining venture is COSLiNE
£310 million to develop.

Nabalco indicated 10 the
Government that it would
not go ahead with the pro-
ject if the Yirrkala qauplue
were given ownership of
the land.

Mabaleo wanted an assur-
ance thal permission T
cArry  gut  Jureslry Oper-
avinns ®Would eontinue whil.
ever the title to the lend

The campany il
would he placed in an 'in-
vidous  pusilion™ i 10 was
rver requited Lo conbesy o
courl  3gainst  Aborigines
pny  yueslion reldbmg G
title wi the land ur the right
10 1ake timber fram il

No comment

Mabalea's chairman (Mr.
David Grifflny refused lasi
night to comment on Nabal-
co's  suhmession.

A decision on
posal is likely in
three manths.

The Government is under-
stond o faver %:vmg_ A
heence to an  Ahoriginal
rompany,  conditional  on
lhe company negollating
wilh HMehalgg — or  some
pther Oirf — Lo 501 Up A
workd-chip enterprise.

ihe pru-
Lwoa Or

Huowever, the Common-
werlfh Council  for Abnri-
ginal  Affairs, under [he

chairmanship of 1. 1F .
Losombs, is likely (o oppose
the Nahalen proposal.

It has sought 1w get
mwniership of enierpirses in
Aburiginal aias nto Aho-
ripinal hapds—uos,  in  lhe
rase af largs veatares. to
achirve & suhsigniial degree
af Aherigindl eguily

Delayed

The prnpmiﬂl lier 1he
wiisl - rhip mdusiey was flrsg
nwaled  in 19HE. Mabalco
dl  p leasibiilty  siudy.
Thoowever, Turther negoti-
ntion was  delayved  until
after  Lhe Morthern Terri-
ey hupreme  Cowrl lest
rase in which the Yirrkela
pecple sought land  rights
pver tribal areas of Arphem
L.

They okt (heir Casce,

Mabalco expects that the
proposed  wond-chip  in-
ditstry would employ gboul
[1H} Aboriglnes o & [ulls
Lirme DA sis.

The company Cc=imates
that il would cost 514 mal-

lion Ly estakbish 1he  in-
dusiry,
The Minister f[or Abu-

riginal Affairs (Mr. [uwson)
sitlid last night the Covern-
rictid  woul consider Ma-
bnlru's prypoesal,

—_




