Aborigines

Mr. Peter Hain, chairman of the Brit-
ish Young Liberals and anti-apartheid
activist who recently visited Australia to
take part in the anti-tour campaign, has
called for the formation in Britain of a
“broad-based Aborigine Solidarity Action
Committee to publicise the issue (of rac-
ism against Australian Aborigines) and to
give practical support to Aboriginal groups
in Australia.”

In a report dated July 25, Mr. Hain told
the Young Liberals that the treatment of
the Australian A “must rank as
an international scandal,” and although
when he went to Australia he was “vague-
ly aware that the Aborigines were ‘badly
treated’ . . . the full enormity of their
plight anly hit me forcibly when I was in
the country.”

Peter Hain gave details of discrimina-
tion against Aborigines — their poor hous-
ing. educational-and social status — and
rejected any claim that he was interfer-
ing in Australian internal affairs. He said:
“Racism is an all-pervasive international
virus,” and opposition to it must trans-
cend national boundaries.

Mr. Hain also partly explained the sit-
uation of the Aborigines by his general im-
pressions of Australia:

“1 was immediately struck by the con-
servative apathy underlying Australia —
producing an ere which is claus-
trophobic in its strangling of any moral
consclence or radicalism. The political sys-
tem is very parochial and geared heavily
towards materialism and an almost 18th-
century form of capitalism (with no wel-
fare state, etc.).

“The soclety, too, has strong racialist

undertones — the white immigration pol-
icy being the most obvious example of this
— with many American and other old-
style/master-servant racialists now drift-
ing into the country. In this context, it is
hardly surprising that the case of the Ab-
origines has gone by default.”

Mr, Hain sees some hope, however, par-
ticularly following the “enormous SUccess
of the anti-apartheid campaign”

Mr. Hain has also called for a campalgn
to the United Nations to immediately
send “a special investigation team to Aus-
tralia” to prepare a “detailed report on
the position of the Aborigines with pro-
posals for action” and for a crash prog-
ram by the Australian government to “al-
leviate the misery of the Aborigines and to
provide a framework for the Aboriginal
people to determine their own destiny,
free of cultural, economic or political op-
pression.”
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