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ANBERRA. - An organisa-
tion for aboriginal ad-
vancement decided yesterday

to deny voting
aboriginals.

And In doing so it
raused a color-bar storm.

The Snatives - .only -
vote” degision was made
at the annual conference
of the Federal Council for
the Advantement of Abo-|
‘i’,ﬁm“ gnd: Torres Strait

anders.

But the issue still has

to before a general
meeting of the couneil
{omortow.

Yesterday's decislon was
reached at an aboriginals-
only meeting of the coun-
cil,

The motion was moved
by a non-aboriginal, Dr
Barry Pittock.

He posed that only
pmpli:pr:l' aboriginal or
Torres Strait Island des-

of the council’s execu-
tive.

His molion provided
that the executive would
be able to co-opt other
people as non-voting con-
sultants.

He also proposed that
only people of aboriginal
or island descent should
have the right to vote at
the council's annual gen-
eral meeting.

The private a'l:uriglna!;i-:
only session, which is
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rights to non-

régular feature of the an-
nusl conference, decided
to support Dr Pittock's
motion.

It was reporied (o the
non=aboriginals meeting
by Paster Frank Roh-
erts, who sSaid the feel-
ing was that aboriginals
must lake charge of
their own affairs,

He explained this did
not mean. non-aboriginals
would be excluded Irom
the council.

Their continued help
and advice would be vilal.

The first angry shot in
reply came from Victorian
MHE. Mr Gordon Bryvani,

*This is- not an aborigl-
nal organisation.'” he. said

| Accepted as
cent should be members |
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“It is & body devoled
to changing t(he social
structure of Australia so
that aboriginals will be
accepted as equal with
other members of the
community,

“This invo'ves as mMany
people of all sorts as you
can possibly get.

“This council should not

become an exclusive body
of any sort of peonle. It
should be multi-racial.”

Mr Bryant sald the mo-
tion faced the council
with a “constitutional and
peychological crisis.”

¢ CANBEREEA.—A re-
guest has been made to
the Tasmanian Museam
for Lthe re-burial of the
bones of Queen Trugan-
nini, s last gueen of
the Tasmanian aborigi-
nals.

The request was made by
Mr H Penrith, an
abhorigin

Mr Pemrith saild the
bones were being kept for
similar reasons MUsSeUmMs
might treasure Lhe bones
of a rare species of mon-
kpy
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“Here, at the invaders’
tallk-talk _u-.!'ure, i
We, whe are the
slrangers mow, _
Come with sorrew im
our hearts -
The bora ring, the
corroborees,
s The sacred ceremonies, |
hr.rr_'e o, AH' gFomne, |
rlrrurd fa Jl.l'!f Lo} ’l‘ll’.‘!
land
that once war ours.”
The words Werae |
written by aboriginal |
poet Kalth Walker and |
she read them last
night as the dideeridon
played a heartfelt la= |
ment  outside Parlia- |
ment House, Dﬂnlﬂ:rrﬂ.:
The occasion was one
of the mosi moving |
ceremonies witnessed at |
{the Parliament. :
Three bindred abo-
riginal and white Aus-
tralians marched |
quietly by torchlight op
to the lawns outside
the white, Aoodlit
building. -
Then they moved up,
3 five at & time, to lay
gon the gardens by the
i steps of the ouse
8 placards carrying the
:nnmeﬂ- of scores of
s tribes which had been
g Wiped out since the
s coming of the- white

The CErEmony Was
g watched by about 20

: Apart from Senator
g Keeffe (Labor, Qld.)
g and Mr Gordon BErvant
i iLabor, Vic:), who are
f attending the ‘annual
1 conference on_aborigl=
g Dal aﬂfﬂ?' umr f:rrﬂg
pIesen L) 0
: F : L wWas"
ole lone - altendant

who watched from the
top of the steps.

After ihe names of
more Lthan 100 tribes
bad been. laid on 1w
bushes by the build-
g ings, the “demonstra-
g tors” moved off as
I guictly as mourners
g It was the most im-
1 pPressive ceremony
g fikely to- be seefl “in
i this vear of the 200th
P anniversary of Captain
1 Cook. — LEE AT-
g MULL.
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