‘We face race

hatred here’

— DR COOMBS

CANBERRA. — Failure to face the problem of

~ aboriginal education could result in race violence and
 hatred in Australia, Dr H. C. Coombs warned today.
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Dr Coombs, chairman of the Australian
of Aboriginal Affairs said that
aboriginals of all ages lagged far behind their
white peers in educational standards reached.

Dr Coombs told the
Australian College of
Education annual confer-
ence in Canberra:

“After 170 odd years of
decline the abori 1
population is now g
rapidly and a fallure to
solve the educational and
other problems of their
place in our society could
mean that the fond illu-
slon many of us hold of
Australia as homogenous
and free of ‘race’ pronlems

could be dissipated in
violence and hatred.

Dr Coombs sald the
Australian College of

Education should appoint,———

a standing committee to
collaborate with Govern- |
ment and other authori-|
ties in the study of the
problems of aboriginal
education.

If the college was the
consclénce of those con-
cerned with education |
then the present state of
aboriginal education was
an affront to that consci-
ence, he said. i
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The college should also
invite the mnewly-estab- |
lished advisory committes
on educational |
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tematic analysis of these

problems.

Dr Cooms said that
aboui 50 per ecent of
aboriginals were under|
the age of 15 and close to
of these in many
rommunities were nnder
five.

“Although there are
some signs of increasing|
through miﬂnmdnn'u hnult

school,

the dead weight of educa-
ﬂﬂnll t.:fl':.lm hwﬂgﬂ;nu-
nue ear hea on
Australlan soclety and|
Younger aboriginals for
to come,” he

said.
Dr Coombs said the rea-

sons for aboriginal
educational performances
were poor health, langu-
age lties, poverty of
environment and inade-
guate motivation.

“There i= a de#rﬂ:
need for research the
Austrailan context
all these problems.

“1 believe the educa-

into

tional profession itself
can bhe expected to de-
monstrate effective con-

cern with them, increas-
ing our understanding of

them and advising on
means to their solution,”
he said.
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