Aboriginals plead for
i-centenary gesture

e e Ty P T o

The Captain Cook Bi-een-
tenary marked 200 years of
degradation and humiliation
and Lhe almost tofal an-
nihilation of Aberiginals, an
Aboriginal leader said yes-
terday.

After 200 vears of mis-
rule against Australia’s in-
digenous people, Ausira-
lians should regard the ter-
mination of this state of
affairs as an obligation, he

said,

worth’ —

The :rul-l sirenglh of Lbe
 mora
pr i ” of 1 m&rm
man of the Council for .!hlrlt
Inal Affairs, Dr H. C. Coombs,
said yesterday.
© *It Is In essence an appeal Lo
Murmm&m
ity which all of us believe
should underlie the structure of
human soclety,” he sald.
“A § which fails to
- on this [oundation or
easts doubt upon |,
should be questioned deeply by
Aboriginals before they adopt
[

LEADER DENOUNCES

200-YEAR

Mr J MeOinness, the presi-
dent of the Federal Council [or
the Advancement of Aborigines
and Torres Strait Islanders, ad-
dressing the eouncil's annual
conferemce in  Canberra, =aid:
“Uniorfunately, this wlamous
history has (o be red
before we can look fully to
the future.

“Onr ancestors were subject o

injustice « and
hands  &f the

tyranny at Lhe
sarly selilers,

He mald paolitical
through numbers
résources was not available for
the Aboriginal cause al present,

Abariginal power musl spring
from the sense of unity of its
followers, the clarity of their
objectives, the moral force with
which they were ded
and the energy, intel and
devotion of its leaders, he said.

In Bydnev, the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Went-
worth, add he would sxamine a
plan of church-controlled land

strength
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MISRULE

police and troops, and opposi-
tion usually meant retaliation
with & gun.

“pPresont day Aboriginals still
have [ears about opposing in-
stice and at times face gun-

toting  police as  In Laverion,
Wesierrm Australin, where &an
Aborigina! was shol last year

*Discriminatory  Stale  laws

also keep our people submissive
to unfalr treatment

stands by moral

under Aboriginal adminislration.

Mr Wentworth sald yesterday
he wns nol vel familiar with
the plan, but any action would
be in sccordsnce with Federal
Government  policy outlined by
the Prme Minister, Mr Gorlon,
before the October elections.

Mr CGorton had made it clear
the Government  would ocon-
stantly be looking into wayvs of
giving Aboriginals eventual full
control over their own afaims

“Many people seem to  have
forgotten this policy exists,” Mr
Wentworth said.

Each case would be examined
invckividually.

The mission boards of Lhe
Methodist, Presvbterian and
congregational  Churches  will
ask the Federal Government to
three churches
administer under the control of
Abonginals.

SEEKING ADVICE

The churches recently met
jolntly for the first time to dis-
cuss land rights In thelr misslon
areas and they have set up an
advisory committes with people
experienced in legal, anthropo-
logical and sociological issues Lo
advige the churches.

The areas, mostly in northern
Australin, have an Aboriginal
population - of about 7000 and
some have beén oander :hu:u.;
control for 70 years,

Almost all the land |5 admin-
istéred but not owned hy the
churches, Their leases have ex-
pired but the Federal and State
govérnments have allowed thm
to keep control.

called for a

Mr MeGinness
have dis-

campuign Eo
criminatory  Iaws  abolished.

There 5 no doubl tha, these
laws [oree Abonginals to aceepl
a very low social status,

“These laws one of the
major problems of Aboriginals
and islanders — allow legal and
social discrimination to be
widsly practised by police and
others m authority

We  meceive far oo mMany
complaints of unfair treatment
of our people; and the only way
to protect our meagre righls is

to campaign for anti-dis- |
erimination legislation in this |
country.”

He urged ihe 400 delegales —
most of them Aboriginals — o
ask Lhe Government fo lake
immediate steps o honor the
election promise of the Prime
Minister, Mr Gorlon, to end dis-
criminatory laws in all States.

ENCROACHMENT
-._ll"rrl
ON RESERVES
Mr McGinness said the Abo-
riginals’ campaign ¢+ for land

righis had nol been as success-
ful as expected. But it had at
leasl created a general aware-
ness of the plight of both Abo-

riginnls and islanders on  this
imporiant question, LY
He knew of several appli-

cations by inhabitanis of re-
serves for the lease of reserve
lar, | now controlled by the
Aboriginal Affair: Department.

Mr MecGimness  said: “These
people see the need for land

righits because of dnvﬂw
in the mining and pastor -
dustries.

“Thizs has resulted in an én=-
croachment on  Aboriginal re-
serves, A disruption to commun-
ity life and inadequate com-
pensation for the inhabitants,

“Gueanting  land  rights  will
play a significant role in the
development of Aboriginals and
islanders, as permanent centres
have 1o be esiablished [for
training and indastry. At
m these are almosl non=s
existent although the need [or
them has been given plenty of
lip service over the years hy
the Aboriginal Affairs Depart-
ment.”




