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Indigenous Australians and taxpayers are being "short-changed" by expenditure 
on Indigenous disadvantage, the Productivity Commission says. 
 
It has found that just 34 of the more than 1000 policies and programs aimed at 
fixing Indigenous disadvantage have been evaluated. 
 
Launching the latest Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage Report, deputy chairman 
of the Productivity Commission Karen Chester said there had been some 
improvements - such as in child mortality, education and employment - but 
outcomes had otherwise stagnated or worsened. 
 
"We can't feign surprise if we're not seeing comprehensive improvements in those 
wellbeing indicators if we haven't lifted the bonnets on these policies and programs 
to assess are they working," she said. 
 
She said Australia spent $30 billion annually overcoming Indigenous disadvantage 
including $5.6 billion on about 1000 individual policies and programs. But just 34 of 
these had been evaluated so could be used as case studies, and of that number just 24 
had undergone a "sound evaluation". 
 
"We're spending a lot of money. If we don't at least assess these programs and 
policies in a systematic and transparent way then it's not just about short-changing 
the taxpayers who are underwriting this investment, it's really about short-
changing Indigenous Australians who are still experiencing unsatisfactory wellbeing 
outcomes," Ms Chester said. 
Despite the high rates of Indigenous suicide, the researchers could find only one 
project in that area that had been properly assessed. 
"We know that the suicide rates remain twice the rate for non-
Indigenous Australians but more disappointingly the hospitalisation for self-harm 
has increased by 56 per cent over the past decade. 
Pointing to the positives, Ms Chester said one area where there had been 
improvement was on economic outcomes. 
Productivity Commission chairman Peter Harris said more evaluation was needed to 
see improvements. 
"There is a pressing need for more and better evaluation of Indigenous policies and 
programs nationally if we are to see improvements in outcomes," he said. 
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