Aboriginal
body
splits over
move to
bar whites

By HEMRY PLOCIENNIK

i The Aboriginal movement in Australia has
split as a result of a move to exclude whites
from the executive of the Aboriginal “parlia-
ment"—the Federal Council for the Advance-
ment of Aborigines and Torres Strait Island-
€rs. -

The proposal was made—and defeated—at the
council’s annual meeting in Canberra yesterday.

Immediately afterwards, delegates tl;ﬂlrlm conference

tho supported the p set up own interim
_and named the Aboriginal poet, Mrs Kath
wukh a Queensland delegate, as chairman,

®he vote was tied 48-48, but the proposal needed a
t'mlhmlrds majority for an amﬂndmuﬂl to the consti-
tu

‘The move was proposed Ilj" a Victorian delegate,
Dr A. B. Piltock.

Dr Pittock’s proposed amendment provided that
members of the execulive committee of FCAATSI
would consist only of Aboriginals or Islanders.

It would have permitted the executive committee
to co-opt, as non-voting mnsultnnts, any persons, irres-

of racial descent.

HISSES AND SHOUTS
The inferim committee, with an all-State represen

{a-

tion, will set up a national body, in opposition to |

FCAATSI, with an all-Aboriginal or Islanders execu-
tive to wnrk for the advancement and equality of
iginals and Torres Strait Islanders.
™ at the end of the three-day conference,
fnllmd heated debates on the motion for an all-
or Islanders executive commitlee,

The senior vice-president of FCAATSI, Mr G, Bryant,
MP, was hissed and shouted at when he spoke against
the proposal.

Mr Bryant, in an angry outburst, said: “I am not

mm at. I only want to uphold the consti-
make sure the woting on the motion is
carried out in a proper fashion.”

The incident occurred when delegates claimed that

all “delegates to the conference” should be allowed {o
take part in the vote.
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The constitution of
FCAATSI provides that
“alterations to the consti-
tution may be made by a
¢ two-thirds vote of dele-
gates present at the
annual general meeting
(provided that such altera-
tion has the support of a
majority of the Aborigi-
nal delegates present).

Dr Pittock, speaking In sup-
port of his motion, sald Aborig-
inals had, for a long time, been
living under white dominatbon.

*I move the motion becanse I
belleve that the Aboriginals and
Toarres Biralt Islanders want B
and I believe that they are
capable, ready and willlng o
mun this organiation™ he said

*They can do s0 responsibly
and. without allenating them-
selves from thelr white friends.”

He gald thai some Aboriginals
and Islanders did nol waot to
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