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“Aboriginals are, we feel, sim-
ply being used as a bit of win-
dow-dressing for the Cook bi-
centenary celebrations,” Mr
John Newfong said with guiet
conviction,

“Aboriginal involvement in
the celebrations means repre-
sentation in the wsual way —
hostile blacks on the one hand,
beauty queens and boxers on the
other,” he said,

Mr Newfong is the newly ap-
pointed general secretary of the
Y'ederal Council for the Advanc-
ement of Aborigines and Torres
Strait Islanders.

He was explaining in his of-
fice m Sydney why Aboriginals
were boycotting the bi-centen-~
nary celebrations,

“We feel we could have parti-
cipated in these celebrations if
we had been given a much
healthier representation — but
we have in fact been
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“But in any case, how can we
celebrate when we are the only
indigenous people in the world
without legal right or ownership
of our reserves and tribal
lands?”

Land rights, he emphasised,
was the central issue involved
in the boveoth.

Mr Newfong said the Queen
was not one of the objects of
the protest, although there were
plans to present her with a pe-
tition setting out Aboriginals’
grievances.

He wasn't sure how, hecause
none of the council members
bhad received invitations to
i;.;ncttmm where they could meet

8 Queen.
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council's annual econference In
Canberra over whether non-
Aboriginals should be barred
from holding executive posts,

Although the council decided
agalnst such a move, Mr New:
fong was elected inplaceof the
non-Aboriginal secretary, My
Jack Horner.

Mr Newfong iz not &
Aboriginal either — his fathes
is part Polynesian, part .. '.'_

yvesterday also, disﬂusaing
for the boycott with Mr News
fong and the council's vice-pres
ident, Mrs Faith Bandler, i
. Mr Newfong, looking wearied
by his efforfs in organising
what promises to be 'an A :
lin-wide protest, summeﬂ
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