SIR — It will be argued
that the recent Freedom
Ride in NSW has caused
trouble where none existed,
‘and has raised issues which
were best left untouched.
Yet the stirring of public
_eonscience in country areas
on the color issue. or indeed
on any important issue, is
‘an achievement in itself.
Until now only a half-hearted
assimilation policy has been fol-
Jowed in NSW and it has failed
owing to the apathy of local
white citizens. No new houses
por maore liberal policies will
succeed uniil thg;l.iﬂt:: I#L_g:w_l;;
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ment  becoose It describes
scenes similar to the head-
searching at Nowra school, and
worse but egually true. A
Minister was asked in the House
to give an assurance thal more
would be done for Abarigines,

but he hedged. He said that the
NSW Aborigines Wellare Board

- was responsible  only  for
Aboriginal people living on
Government  stations. The

others who are more numerous
do not belong to anyone,

Obviously Governments in
Australia must take urgenot and
strong action to extend their
range of aid, and break the
vicious cyecle which has been
carrying old mistakes and
miseries Into new generations.

While ever the majority of
Aboriginal people’ continue to
live in squalor lke those near
Nowra their social rating in the
Australian community will re-
main at zero level, and people
like the residents of Moree will
refuse to share crowded swim-
ming pools with them, and will
shun them in other ways.

Internntionally we cannot af- -:
- ford any longer: to ignore or to

deal half heartedly with the
“Aboriginal  problem''. Aus-
tralia’s own rating as a nation
is being judged throughout the
world.on what we do about the
Aboriginal people. Our inter-
national rating must not be
Zero level. — RAYMOND
ATTCHISON, Ramah Avenue,

N Mt Pleasant, NSW.

Reasoning people who do not
ailow nmnun;. pgjuﬂlm a:
memories Tun awa
ﬂt;:fthem should think about
thiz slination at Nowra. The
parents of the 15 children are
ignorant people whose employ-
ment opportunities are few be-
cause of their ignorance, They
live in two awful shanty settle-
ments not three miles from the
centre of Nowra. They cannot
afford better housing because of
their low esarnings because of

their 2. Universally it
j¢ true that f{gnorance and

r and alor and dirt go
m hnn?i:?:.u and ths com-
panions amnd symbol of this are

y lice. Because of ignorance,
-equalor, and lice, 15 children at
Nowra are: beginning to miss
school, and will begin to dodge
“golng to school, and are likely
‘to be no better off than their
‘pareats.

This fact must be faced with-
‘out further evasiom—Nowra Is
a typical Australian country
town with its underprivileged
racial minority existing around
its outskirts in filth and destitu-

ton.
Last December my book, The

\Jllegitimates, upset some of the

ians in the NEW Parlia-

Christian group.

Protestanis
defended

I WOULD LIKE to contradict
Lhe opmions o YOur correspon-
dent R. D. Symons, (February
15} who attempled to indicate
an “apparent relationship be-
twesn Protestantism and racial
tension.””

In his letter the implication
was made that one of the re-
sults of the Relormation has

been an assumed sense of
superiority by white people
resulting in  raclal tensions

where none existed belfore,

In reply I would ask if it is
not thought strange that the
majority of npegroes in the
United States of America are
active members of this Frotes-
tant faith and that he who Is
regarded as their leader is a
Protestant minister, -as his
pame =0 amply testifies:

Your correspondent proceeds
to indict Calvin in particular. I
am surprised he does not find
it imconsistent that there is as
high a proportion of Calvin's

modern day followers who are |

colored- as there would be
¢colored members of any major
In so far as
“Calvinists” could be found in
any body they would be in the
Preshyterian or Reformed
Churthes tbhroughout the workd,
It is interesting that the largest

-
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of these, the United FPresby-
terfan 'Church in the United
States, has at the moment a
negro as its Moderator, Again,
one of this Church’'s best known
executive officers, its Stated
Clerk, the Rev Dr Eugene
Carson Blake, has been fung

“into prison for his support of

the negro cause. I doubt that
that elder of the Church of
Scotland and leader in Malawi,
Dr Hastings Banda; would agree
with your correspondent’s views
gither,

Racial tension cannot be
traced to any particular section
of Christian soclety when con-
sidered in its broad aspect; it is
not absent in the non-reformed
churches, Other causative fac-
tors should be sought, since
those suggested by your corres-
pondent do not survive rational
scrutiny. — DR PETER
WILLIAMSON, Killara, NSW.
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The eyes of Asia are on
developments in Moree




