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there is little doubt

The aborigines went

a £7 a week wage and

The wage claim is con-
sldered absurd, but it is a
fact that many aborigines
are genuinely dissatisfied
with their conditions.

There may also be some merit
In their demand for more free-
dom of movement.

:  The Native Affairs Branch
“will not take any action about
the strike until after gh h

ing of a charg the
. aboriginal stri Law-
grence, has beg d.

Lawrence appe
"win Police
icharge of having
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¢ “INTERFERENCE”

. The acting secretary of the
tNorth _ Australian Workers
sUnion, Mr T. Peel, says that the
‘aborigines’ rations are assured
-—if the Natlve Affairs Branch
‘cut them off — by financial
'support premised by big trade
‘unions in the south.

*  NAWU officials expect a2\
' long strike, h}\‘

? Native Affairs ol L%
i however, that aiq s ave
\ long

e
would have,k o
ago had It een for the
!lfl:rfl:rellﬂ:kolff.z Communist
officials of the NAWU.
They belleve the strikes are
hart of the Communist “nuis-
ance” programme for Australia.
The Communists have cer-
tainly encouraged the aborig
nes with advice and promises
of assistance, and this week |
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Reds Blamec
For Unrest

DARWIN, Wednesday.—While it is felt
here that claims by the aborigines for better
food and clothing should be investigated,

inciting the present strike wave,

day, for the third time in eight weeks, demanding

. porting the aborigines’ demands.

fras

Representalive

that Communists are

on strike again on Mon-

full civil rights.

Is apparent that NAWU offi-

clals have actually taken over
direction of the strike.

Lawrence and his strike com-
mittee have been making al-
most dally calls at the NAWU
office.

One of the NAWU organisers |
IMr M. Carne, was at one time;
secretary of the local branch of |
the Communist Party. Last year;
security officials raided ~ his,
house,

THY

Mative Affairs,
. H. y. has been silent
ughout the strikes.

- tand.

Lacal people are all against
them.

Thelr officlal demands, ap-
peaving in the Northern Stan-
dard, Darwin's only paper,
which Is -published weekly by
NAWU, include £7 a week and
full civil rights. ¥

The aborigines’ complaints
about-feod and clothing, and :
free xnf“mnvemcnt; would ||
?ﬁ X meet wit}l.smélﬁi" i.\'

Jarwin people and their
\ Lexislative Uol:len:ﬂ.

The Northern Standard.
which publishes much Com-
munist and “peace” propa-
randa, in an editorial spoke: of
“flagrant neglect of obligations
toward the aboriginal races;”
and alleged that natives . were
still exploited and whipped.

Natives had seen how white
workers obtained improvemen
in' conditions and copied them.

“STARVATION”
| The editorial said that the
methods used by authority to
quell the natives into submis-
sion smacked of autocracy —
“starvation by ministerial direc-
tion. intimidation and arrest
by police officers, failure to dis-
cuss grievances”

The Northern Standard alsol
published on  its front pa
telegrams received by NAW
ifrom the Communist-front
Eureka Youth League in Syd-
ney, Perth and Newcastle, -sup-}|

Mr Peel said that NAWU
was legally entitled: to enrol
aburigmes as full members, but
would not encourage them to
Join unless they got full award.
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